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~ 30TH Concress, 2p Session. FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 1849. New Senries..... No. 18 
money for this object has not been misspent. He Within the last forty years upwards of thre Representatives, and Delegates to the seat of Gov- 
believed these coast surveys to be of the greatest || millions four hundred thousand dollars had been | ernment: and in lieu of their present per diem, that 
utility, not merely to the cities of the Atlantic, but collected of this fund in the several collection hh Se tor, Representative, and Delegate should 
to every town and hamlet in the whole country, as || districts; and for this immense sum_ th mn be allowed nay for his services at the rate of —— 
well as to those now directly engaged in carrying || no law regulating the manner in which it should | hundred dollars per annem. 

on the business of trade and commerce, He had be expended. ‘There was, indeed, a law of 1798, Mr. HHARALSON ealled fora division of the 
no disposition to occupy the time of the committee | which gave to the discretion of the Preside nt of th question unon the nmendment of Mr. Eaprer, 84 


any further than as he feltcalled upontosay a word | United States the care of the whole matter; and 
jn refutation of what might be construed into an || there was another law prescribing that hosnital 
unjust attack upon those engaged in the coast sur- | money collected in any particular district shal! be 
v. expended in the same district wherg it has been 
Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, next obtained | collected. But there was before him a report from 
the floor, but gave way for a moment at the re- || the Secretary of the Treasury. show ine that, in the 
vest of district of Massachusetts, there had been received 
Mr. McLANE, who (scarcely heard) desired |) $558,100 28, and that $454,485 55 hod been e: 
merely to say tothe gentleman from Ohio, thatifhe | pended in the same State. In another of the States 
would make the examinations suggested by the | there had been collected $74,565 35, and expended 
entleman from New York, [Mr. Nicoii,]—if he | 492,074 97. In another there had been collected 
would examine and compre the increase of ex- | $188,041 29, and expended 385,914 62.) In a 
ense which he had observed with the increased | other State there had been collected $142,186 88, 
number of persons engaged in the service, and |) and expended 6414 592 27. In anether there had 
compare the whole with the results obtained, he |, been enllected 9,549 07, and expended 415,316 93. 
(Mr. McL.) was satisfied, from his knowledge of || Yet, in one of these districts where there had beer 
the urbanity and fairness of that gentleman, that he || already more expended than had been receive 
could nc t find it in his heart to make the reflections || there was about to he expended thirty thousand 
upon this service in which he had just indulged. dollars more, notwithstanding the law which pro- 
Mr. KING then proceeded, and said he agreed || vides that this money shall be expended in the 
fully with the gentleman from New York and the || same district where it has been collected. 
gentleman from Maryland in recard to the im- He did not Say anything about the appropria- 
jortance of the United States coast qyrvey; and || tions heretofore made, but only complained that 
fe thought, also, from his knowledge of the char- |! the laws were contradictory upon the subject, and 
acter of the gentleman from Ohio, that the excel- | that gentlemen had a good excuse for being almost 
Jence of his heart would not allow him to persist |! wholly ignorant of the law with respect. to this 
in his opposition to this coast survey, any further | fund. For these reasons, he should be in favor of 
than at the last session he opposed a proposition | charging the Secretary of the Treasury with the 
which he (Mr. K.) had the honor to offer in rela- |! duty of collecting all the information within his 
tion to the marine hospital fund. And he would | reach upon this subject, and making such altera- 
now take occasion to call the attention of the com- || tions in the present law as he may deem expedi- 
mittee to the importance of this question, for fear || ent; and he did not think that a thousand dollars, 
that he might not agatn havean opportunity tg do || which should be appropriated to this object, could 
so. The gentleman from Ohio would recollect, || be better expended. 1 
that at the last session, he (Mr. K.) proposed an [A Voice: The Secretary micht furnish the in- 
amendment to the annual bill now before the com- | formation without expense. ] 
mittee, refunding a sum of money which had been | Mr. KING replied, that information upon this 
taken from an appropriation for a marine hospital || subject had been authorized by a joint resolution 
at Key West. The gentleman from Ohio objected || which passed both Houses of Congress more than 
to this proposition as out of order, and the objec- | four years ago, and it remained sti!! unanswered, 
tion was sustained by the gentleman who then | Nor did he blame the Secretary in the least for 
occupied the chair. Now, he knew the gentleman |; this delay; for his office was all the time burdened 
from Ohio had no objection to the hospital, but || and borne down by duties devolved upon it by 
was merely mistaken as to the matter of the amend- || Congress, and which was altogether beyond the 
ment; and as to the order, the place in the bill to || strength of the force it was allowed to employ. 
which he proposed to apply the amendment was | He could not believe that gentlemen would refuse 
clearly the only proper place where it could be | to join him in an appropriation to obtain this 
brought in. The committee would pardon him much-needed information. 
for saying now, that he did not appeal from that || Mr. SAWYER (in his seat) said he considered 
decision of the Chair, because so little attention |! that the committee and himself were very much 
was generally given to the subject contemplated in || enlightened upon the subject now. [A laugh.] 


| 


his amendment, that he felt an appeal would not The hour allotted to debate having expired, the 
be sustained, and that he might as well give it up || committee proceeded to vote. 

without an effort. And to show further and more |} The state of the question was as follows: 
conclusively that members of Congress had nu || Mr. EMBREE had moved to amend the item 


definite information at all in relation to this fund, | for per diem and mileage of members of Congress 
he referred to an objection which was interposed || by adding a proviso, that the mileage should be 
the other day by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. || reckoned upon the shortest post routes from the 
r ; i] Pp I 

KavrMan] to a mere resolution of inquiry, offered || respective residences of members to the seat of 
by himself, with reference to this fund. That || Government. 
gentleman had since done him the honor to say || Mr. STEPHENS had moved to amend this 
that he did not consider, when he made his objec- || amendment by striking out the word ‘ shortest,”’ 
tion, that the proposition was of any importance. || and inserting ‘* usual.” 

Mr. KAUFMAN interrupted merely to state |) And the question was on the amendment to the 
that the ground on which he then proceeded was, | amendment. 


not that he objected simply to the matter of the The question having been taken, the amendment 

resolution, but he considered that it ought to have || to the amendment was rejected. 

been a joint resolution. i The question recurring on the amendment— 
Mr. KING continued. The object of the reso- || .Mr. GOLLAMER moved to amend, by provi- 


lution was merely to obtain information. He had || ding further, that no constructive mileage should 
stated the reasons for the objections in these cases, | be allowed to any member of either House. 


and he considered both the gentlemen altogether || Mr. EMBREE accepted this proposition, and | 
excusable; but he did not think gentlemen should | modified his amendment accordingly. 
have a good excuse for remaining in such igno- Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- 


rance of this matter. He should, therefore, at || ment by striking out the entire proviso, and sub- 
some proper time, propose a resolution authorizing | stituting in lieu thereof a proviso, that hereafter the | 
and requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to | allowance of mileage for coming to and returning 
communicate any information, and make any sug- || from the seat of Government should be ten cents 


gestions to Congress, with respect to this fund, || per mile, the distance to be computed by the usual |; you would not find members of Congress running 
which he may deem important or advisable. . ‘| post route from the residences of the Senators, | 
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to vote first unon the proposition relative to the 


rtest mail routes, and secondly, upon that rela- 
tive to constructive mileage He was opposed (he 
to tie ene, and m favor of the other. 
The CHAIRMAN said the amendment was not 
suse table of ad \ on 


Mr. HARALSON annealed from the decision, 
But subsequently it was ascertained that the 
Chair had understood the cent! ‘man to allude 
' . 


¢ 


of Mr. Scnexcn; and the eall 


ythe amenamen 


ra division ef the question having reference to 
the amendment of Mr. Embree, the matter of an. 
peal was waived until that question should he 
re hed ; 

Mr. SCHENCK (availing himself of the rule 
allowing itlemen five minutes to explain their 
amendments ) aaid, his mendment pro} ecu to 
alter the whole pring tl 


ple of the compensation of 
members of Caneress. With the exception ¢ fhere 
and there a gentlemen who derived creat vivantage 
from the present regulation, every one seemed sat- 
isfied that some amendment of the present system 
of allowine mileage was necessary. If his omend- 
ment could not be adopted, he was ready to go for 
the preposition to compute it by the shortest post 





route, beeause s would remedy the present evil 
insome smalldegree, He did not think, however, 
that it would furnish an efficient cure. The evil 


wes fundamental, flagrant; a member coming one 





hundred or two hurglred miles received some $800 
for this short session, while a member from Lou- 
minha, Fiorida, from the extreme parts of the 
Union, received from 438,000 to 44,000. There 
was no propriety, no equality in this; and this was 
not cured by theamendment of the gentleman frem 
Indiana, which was so warmly advocated by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Gneeins;} nor 

he propesed what 
he thought would be anadequate remedy: to allow 


did it approach a cure. Now 


toeach member ten cents a mile, which he thought 
would about cover the expense of traveling, 
amounting, as it would, for every one hundred 
miles to S10. 

Lie proposed, moreover, instead of a per diem 
allowance, to substitute the principle of an annual, 
fixed allowance. He would pay to members some 
reasonable compensation. le should say that the 
blank might appropriately be filled with $2,500, 
some gentlemen said $2,000, some $3,000, and 
upwards. Perhaps $2,000 would be enough; he 
hardly thought so. But he held that a member of 
Congress, taken from his family as he wae, and 
subjected, as he must be from the neceasity of the 
case, to increased expenses—to the double ex- 
pense of keeping up his family establishment at 
home and to the expenses here—ought to receive 
at least as much as the head of a bureau received; 
and there was not a headwf a bureau who did not 
receive three thousand dollars. Two thousand five 
hundred dollars, then, would be low. 

Again: it was argued that membgrs of Congress 
ought not to be paid an annual salary, because 
they did not devote their whole time to the public 
service. ‘That was not true. Whena man was 
torn from his business from three to six and nine 
months every year, it operated almost entirely to 
destroy all other business. Whgen;at home, he 
was pulled by the elbow, and taken by the coat 
sleeve, and asked to pay attention to various mut- 
ters relative to the public service, so as to be drawn 
almost continuously for the whole year from his ] 
private business. ‘There was a propriety, then, in 
paying him for his time. 

Again, (for he must hurry on, 4s he-eaw the 
hammer was about to fall,) there was a higher 
consideration: pay the legislative department prop- 
erly, and you made that department independent, 

| as it ought to be, of the executive department; and 


7 


after clerkahips, the posts of heads of bureaus, 
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and other petty, misera le offices, which, though 
less in dignity and character, now yielded better 
pay. 

Again: fix the compensation at $2,500 per an 


num, instead of making it depend upon the length 


of the session, and you would secure short ses- 
sions, and thus save infinitely more than any sum 
of additional expense which the proposition might 
involve in some cases. He knew this was not the 


most popular proj mition, bul 
Llere the hanimmer ! , and the ¢ 
termina 
The CHAIRMAN announ 
the amendment to the amendmen 
Mr. SCHIENCK. said he supposed it was not in 
order to fil! the blank now. 
The CHAIRMAN replied that it : 1 eared to 


xplanation was 


‘ed the question on 


t 


him it should be filled now. 
Mr. SCHENCK said that would require an 
' ' 
amendment in the third d ree, which was notin 
ail ’ ae ' 
order, Let the amendment to the amendment be 
voted upon, and af the committee ado; ed the 
principle, it would then be for them to vote fon 
filling the bl 
g the blank. 
The ' werae ol tal Fo. Sines 
ne question sinen taken on r. SCHENCK 
amendment to the amendment, and it was re ted, 
» stay \ ' 

Mr. LORD moved the following, i an amena- 
Ment to tae amendment: 

That mileage of the menber ( re m li be void 
at the rate of e:ivliit dollars for every twontvi , for the 
first hundred miles; to iw next succcedimeg one hundred 
miles, att ite of ven dol i every twenty mile 
for thie next suceecding on hundred goles, atu rate of 
six dollars tor every t Hiv miles: for the next succeeding 
one bundred miles, atthe rate ot five collars for every tw iy 
miles; for the next succecding one hundred mi » ut the 
rate of four dollars tor every twenty milf tnd all remoag 
ing distances att rate of thre for every twenty 
miles—a«hetance of the residcenee of member borg wu 
lated by the route over which the mattis are wu conveyed, 
from the places of their residence tothe seatol the National 
Government: Provided, neverthetess, That no member ot the 
Senate or House of Re presentatives from any State, of Pel 
egate from any Terr Vv, shall reeetve tor milegge more 


than two thousand dollars, during any Ove session of ¢ 
gress. 
Mr. MORSE i qu ved of "tke Chau whether the 
amendment was ame ndable 
The CHAIRMAN answered in the negative. 
The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. I 
So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected, 


,orpd, and wus decided in the nevative. 


MreMORKSE inguired if it would now be in or- 
der for ~ rt 


»y move to amend the mendment? i 

The CHAIRMAN having answered atlirm- 
ative) y— 

Mr. MORSE said he would move to amend the 

amendment by inserting one dollar additional on 

every twenty miles after the first hundred. (That 


is to say, reversing the proposition ot Mr. Lorp.) 

Mr. M. explamed. He said that if any dis- 

crimination was to be made, either for or a unst 

persons residing at different distances, those fur- 

thest off were most entitled to that discrimination. 

He was compelled to leave home one month before 
t 


the meeting of Coneress, 


oO imsure his presence 
here when votes were to be viven on important 
subjects. And he was one month after the ad- 
journment of Con 


home; whilst a lar 


rress before he could reach his 
portion of the members re- 
sided within twenty-four hours’ travel, could come 


here in one day before Congress met, and be at 
home the day after Congress adjourned; and when 


necessarily absent, theycould make the 
in the same s} 
Mo cover, it was in the power < 


journey 
ace ot lime, 
1 large pro- 
portion of the members ot Congress to communi- 
cate with their families and friends bv tek graph, 
and to attend quietly House, 
undisturbed by consix lerati ns atiecting the health 
and weifare of those whom the y had left at home. 
It was, therefore, but fair, if additional mileare 
was allowed, that those who resided at the er 
distance from the capita 
additional mileage, Therefore, he submitted his 
amendment. He had not offered it for the mere 
purpose of clap trap. He would vote for it. Ir 
was fair, and it was the only 
equalizing the mileage of members. And it was 
the only fair proposition, next to that waich. had 
been introduced by the gentleman from Ohio, {| Mr. 
Scuencx,} which was, to allow an annual salar y. 
Looking to the exte neion of our territory, by ne- 
gotiation, by war, by treaty, or by purchase, the 
time of gentlemen was oc upied nearly the whole 
year, and they should Le paid accordingly. And 


oe : 
to the business of the 


t ‘ 
PALENL 


| shoula be entitled to that 


practis able way of 


he woul ld, at the proper time, move to { 
with five thousand dollars. 

[his last annunciation was received with great 
200d humor. } 

The CHAIRMAN now asked the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. Morse] tereduce his amend- 
ment to writing. 

[Mr. M. did so, We could not procure a copy 
of it; but, being the pending onan we will give 
itin the next pub rraocrey: 

Mr. MURPHEY now desired to ask the gentle- 
man from Louisiana [Mr. Morse] what was the 
actual New Orleans to 


fill the bl ink 


expense of traveling from 
this city? 

Mr. MORSE. About one hundred dollars. 
What is the expense of traveling from New York 
to this niace?: 

Mr. MURPHY. 

Mr. MORSE. 

Mr. MURPHY. ten times the 
act : amount. How much is yours? 

. MORSE. Mine is two thousand dollars, 
and it costs me one hundred. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Louisiana insist on his amendment? 
Mr. MORSE, Certainly, sir. 


ceded to write tt.) 


Ten dollars. 
How much is your mileage? 
Ninety dollars; 


(And he pro- 


Pending which question, the comimittee, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Dickinson, rose and reported progress. 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 
And the [louse adjournec 


! 
i 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
e following petitions and meimorials were presented 





TY 
under the rule, and referred: 


Py Mr. HALL, of New York: Concurrent resolutions of 


the Senete and Assembly of the State of New York, on the 
subject of slavery in the newly acquis ed Territories of the 
United States, and of the slave trade, slave prisons, and 


slave marts, in the District of Columbia. 

y Mr. THOMPSON, of lowa: A joint resolution of the 
General As ty of the Sate of Towa, instructing their 
3 entatives in Congress to use their sofla 
eine In precuring an appropriation tor the erection of a 

ridge across the Des Maines river, where the nniitaury rond 
from Dubuque to the southern boundary line crosses said 





By Mr. ROOT: A petition of citizens of Ohio, for the pre 


servation of the public lands forthe use of actual settlers. 
A! a petition of citizens of Medina county, Olio, for the 
prohibition of slavery in California and New Mexico. Also, 
everal petitions of citizens of Medina county, Ohio, for the 
reduction of the tes of postage. ; 


by Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware: The petition of pilots 
nd masters of vessels of the State of Delaware, praying tor 
the erection of a light-house on Delaware breakwater. 
Uso, the petition of pilots and masters of vessels navigating 
the Delaware bav and river, praying for the construction of 


an ice harbor at Delaware City. 


Ry Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The petition 
of G. S. Burbank and others, of Russel!, Massachusetts, tor 
the reduction of the rates of postage, abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege, &e. Also, the petition of forty-two eitzens 
of Pitt Massachusetts, praying that the public lands 





shall be laid outin farmsand tots tor the freehoid and home- 
ad of such citizens (not having other lands) as will oceu- 

Ry Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Eli 
Richelbereger, H. CL Keyser, and thirty-six others, citizens 
representing that the manu- 

ttring and mining interests of said State are suffering 
reat depression, and insqme instances threatened w mh eu- 
of the insulfejency of the 
duties imposed upon articles of foreign manufacture; and 
praying immediate modification of the existing revenue 
laws. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: 
Cankin, a citizen of ‘Tennessee, 
him a back pension. 

By Mr. FARAN: 
tablishment of a mai 
Havre, in France 
Mre WENTWORTH, the papers of Fred- 
erick Shatier were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Ry Mr. MeCLELLAND: The ‘memorial of Gurdon 
Williams, Oliver Newberry, Charles Howard, and others, 
shipping merchants at Detroit, praying Congress to place a 
light-ship at the entrance of Niagara river, on Horse-shoe 
reef, and buoys, Ke. 


of Blair county. Pen isyivanta, 


tire prostration, in consequence 


The petition of John 
praying Congress to grant 


The petition of A. G. Slao, for the es- 


On motien ol 


\lso, the memorial of board of super- 


visors of Monroe county, Michigan, for a graut of certain 
lands therein mentioned. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 17, 1849. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Second Comptroiler and 
Second Auditor of the Treasury, in reply to a res- 
oluuon of the 10th instant asking for the amount 
due to the Cherokee nation according to the prin- 


ciples established by the treaty of 1846; which was 


ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS OF § 
xa 
AA 


‘ 


STATE LEGISLATURES. 


lature of Iiorida, in favor of the establishment of | 


! line of steamers from New York to | 


r. YULEE presented a resolution of the Legis- | 


THE CONG RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 17, 


a port of entry and delivery at Cedar Keys 


State; which was referred to the Committee o. 


Commerce. m 
Mr. YULEE presented resolutions of the ] 
lature of Florida, in favor of a grant of pub}; : 
fora county site in Be nton cotinty; a ort int o . 
lic lands for the erection of a court- house in Holmes 
county; a grant 5 land for a county site in Wa. 
inzton county, 1 » that State; which were ref steel 
to the aaa eon Publie Lands. : 
Mr. YULEE presented a resolution of the Leojc. 
lature of Florida, in favor of an appropriation for 
the payment of Captain Thomas Lanegford’s eon. 
pany of volunteers for services in the Semi 
war; which was referred to the Committee oy \Iy). 
itary Affairs. 7 
Mr. “g LEE presented a resolutien of the Levis. 
lature of Florida, in favor of the establishment of 


of public n One V3 


a mail route from New Smyrna to Cape Florid 
in that St ite; which was referred to the Coy 
on the Post Office and P ost Ros ids 

On motion of Mr. YUL EE, these several res 

lutions were ordered to be printed. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. UPHAM presagted a petition ra J hn 
H. Kembill, administrator of Eli: zabeth Bingham, 
widow of a revolutionary sclitier, asking 
allowed a pension; which was sleeeasd to the 
Commutiee on Pensions. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition from Jonathan 
Kea irsley, praying compensation for ser or and 
reimbursement of e i enses incurred as a depositor 
hich was referred to the Com- 


to he 


mittee on Finance. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. NIBES, from the 


Ofice and Post Roads 


Committee on the Post 
» reporte d the following | ill 
in relation to lines of mail steamers to Southam; )- 


| ton, Bremen, and Havre; which was read a first 


time: 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent: tives of 
the Uniled Sivtes of 4mericain Congress ussembled, That the 
contract made with Ed. Mills, and by him assigned to tie 
Ocean Stexnny Navigation Company, for carrying the mails 
from New York to Southampton and Bremen, with the priv- 
ilege of running twoof the ships to Havre at thei option, be 
and the Same is hereby extended*tor the term of ten years 
fron its Commencement, On Condition that two of sitid ships 
are to run to LTavre. 

Sec. 2. wind he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
Generai is hereby authorized to make monthly advances to 


| said contractors of the pay for carrying the mails, to cnable 


them to complete the ships not yet put into the service, in 
the same miaiuner and on the same terins and conditions as 
was allowed by an act passed at the last session of Congress 
to the contractors for transporting the mails to Liverpool, 
Havana, and from Panama to California and Oregon: Pro- 
vided, That the sum so advanced shall not exceed one liun- 
dred thousand dotlars on each ship. 
Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Commiittee on Pat- 
ents, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Cale! » Green, late clerk of the United States District 
Court of Western Louisiana. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, pursuant to notice, 
asked and obtaine d leave to introduce a bill to 





| authorize the payment to the State of Georgia of 


certain sums of money therein specified ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


NAVY REGISTER. 

A joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the purchase of copies of the Gen- 
eral Navy Register and Laws, was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill 
the relief of David Myerle, as in Committee of 
the Whole; when, 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill for the 
relief of John P. Baldwin; which was then post- 
poned untul to-morrow. 


The bill to repeal the act of 2d March, 1837, 
entitled **An.act concerning pilots,’’ was then 
taken up; when— 

Mr. DICKINSON moved that its further con- 
sideration be postponed, on account of the absence 
of his colleague 

aot BRADBURY stated that the Senator from 

New York, who was absent, had intimated to him 


sale 





a 
re that ine bill should not be porte yned in 
quence his absence, as other Senators 


t wish to = heard on the subject, 


he bill was then, by unanimous 
mally passed over. 


consent, in- 
Senate then proceeded to consider as in 
Committee of the Wirole, the bill to change the 
nes for holding the district courts of the United 
cates for the western district of Virginia, and for 
er purposes; whic h was also passed over in- 


The 
[he 


” 
f uiy- 
orm 


REDUCED RATES OF POSTAGE. 
r, NILES moved to postpone the prior orders 
ihe day with a view to take up the bill to reduce 
tes of postage, and for othe r purposes. 
iu e motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
ken up and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 
The bill was read by sections. 

NILES. The question is upon the amend- 
ments offered by the committee. The cornimittee 
had these amendments under consideratiof 
they were printed; and in consequence of the 
veaty with Great Britain, they have deemed it 
‘yecessary to alter some pegts of the section rela- 

, to foreign letter postage. I have to offer an 
endment aS a subsutute for the fourth section, 
ting rules prescribed in the treaty with Eng- 
yd—which we are bound by that treaty to adopt 
with respect to our postal connections with her; 
d which rules, from the consideration of having 
gniformity in the matter, they have concluded to 
lopt in relation to the postal arrangements with 
other foreign countries. 
fhe amendment was read by the Secretary, as 
LOWS: 


Ve 


suc. 4. And be tt further enacted, That all letters con- 
edin the United States mail by sea from any place in the 
Ujited States to any foreign country, or to the possessions 
of the United States on the Pacitic, shall be chatged witha 
ilorin postage of twenty-one cents when not weighing 
halt an ounce, and the like sum for every additional 
ao , or fractional part thereof; the same rates ol 
tige shall be cliarged on all Jetters conveyed ta like man- 
ver, from any foreign country or the possessions of the Uni- 
States on the Pacific, to any place in the United States. 
This rate is eactusive of the foreign postage chargeable on 





Te 
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such letters. And all letters convey ed trom any piace in the 
United States to any foreign country, in a packet or mail 


@ » belonging to any foreign Pows 


and empoyed by sueh Power to tran-port its mail, 

be charged with postage at the rate of five cents the hali 
ounce in manner aforesaid; and ail letters conveyed in such 
forcigu packet Or mat ship from any foreigu country to any 
port or place in the United States shall be charged with five 
cuts postage for each halv ounce or fractional part thereot; 
and all jetters posted or mailed at any place in the United 
Siales for any foreign country or the Pacific coast of the 
Voited States, and conveyed by a private vessel or ship, 
Whether owned by citizens of the United States or citizens 
a loreign . Somers and not employed in transporting a 
lic mail, shall be eharged with five cents postage the 
f oluce, im manner aforesaid, to be prepaid; and ail let- 
ters ( mveyed in such private vessel or ship from a foreign 
uy to the United States, aud posted at any place in the 
ed States, shail be charged with the like postage of five 
be half ounee 3 and no additional charge shatl be made 
‘inkind postage. And'all newspapers conveyed from tie 
Colled States to any foreign country, or to the Pacific coast 
the United States, or from any foreign countries or the 
Pacific coast to the United States, in any packet or steain- 
Sip Wansporting a public mail, shall be charged with two 
Cents postage for each newspaper, no addition being made 
for uiland postage ; and all pampiilets, magazines, or books, 
uveyed in the mail as aforesaid, from the U 
fo any foreign country or the Pacific coast of 
“lites, Or from any foreign country or the 


any 


r,orto tue ciizens there- 
shall 


erent 


the United 
Pacific coast to 
place in the United States, and not weighing more than 
to ounces, shall pay two cents postage, and two cents for 
every additional ounce or fractional part Miereot, no addition 


bung charged for inland postage.”’ 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, I presume the 
Senate would obtain a very correct idea of the sec- 
tion and the amendment offered as a substitute 
from their reading; but perhaps a few words by 
way of explanation will not be amiss. By the re- 
cent treaty with England we have established the 
rate of steam postage on all letters conveyed in her 
inails into that country, or in any mails of Great 
Britain and the United States, at sixteen cents; 
with the additional provision, alo, that the inland 
- stage of letters for England through the United 

iates shall be five cents, and the inland postage 
of our letters through Great Britain three cents— 
making twenty-four cents, as the combined postage 
on letters going in our steamers or their steamers. 
Well, sir, as we were under the necessity of adopt- 
ing these rates in our intercourse with Great 
Britain, we thought it best to make the rule ap- 
pucable to all other countries, and therefore fixed 
the uniform rate of postage upon all other foreign 
letters conveyed in our mails at twenty-one eents; 


this rate to 





preva wv la t br er 
foreign country wit hom v ave ¢ d 
mail lines. Tl of twenty is 
uniform in its application to other cou 
that a person in id a letter i | 
Bremen, or any other part of the Continent, a 
cisely the same rate of postage a i ived 
New York. The same rate applies in re to 
letters received from fore ivn countries, it | 
deemed hecessary b y the cor ane to preserve as 
much uniformity as s possible; t mal cing, ther re 


no difference between letters received at New York 
from abroad, and those which may be ree 


AY received at 
any distant part of the country, fixing the Envlish 
postage in all cases at five cc nts. 

The section provides further, in regard to letters 


not conveyed in the foreign mails of the United 
States Sy where we cannot control the postag €, €X- 
cept the English postage, that the same princip! 

shall obtain, fixing the rate of postage on letters 
thus conveyed at five cents. ‘his is the whol 
charge we impose on them. They of course will 
be subjected to the rate of foreign postage, sixteen 


cents in British mails—the only country that hea 
any mail line established permanently to the United 
States. 

A further provision is made in this section with 
regard to letters gonveyed in private ve that 
do not carry regular public mails. ‘The section is 
limited to letters that are ac y posted 
United States. Thus they are received by 
vessels, and when they come into our port 
the post office; and the provision is, that those tl 
come from such vessels to the post oflice, or go 
from the h vessels, pay five c 
postage, including inland postage; so that in 
parts of the United S postage may be 
same. As this section covers the whole of 
arrangements for foreign postage, there is 
provision in regard to on pi 
magazines, and newspapers, though the postage 
upon this description of mailable matter has also 
been controlled by the treaty with England. ‘The 
treaty fixes the rate of postage upon a newspaper 
by its weight; the English rate of postage on a 
newspaper being one penny English currency, 
while we have ado} ted two cents. ‘This is a very 
low postage, and the committee had some doubts 
whether the sum would cover the English postage 
as well as the steam postage; but, considering that 
the bill proposes 
at home to one cent and to half a cent, they thought 
it on the whole best to preserve uniformity, and 
that it would be better to let the rate stand at two 
cents, including the steam postage as well as in- 
land. So that newspapers as well as letters can 
be received throughout the United States at uniform 
rates of Lwo cents; the same to those going out of 
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postage imiphiets, 


| the country. 


nited States |! 


' the English law does. 


In respect to pamphlets, the custom of the Eng- 
lish postal system is a singular one. They adopt 
a low rate for the first ounce, a higher rate for the 
second, and so progress upwards. We have adopted 
their rule in part. We propose the rate of two 
cents—a sum to which we are confined in the 
treaty as far as England is concerned—for the first 
ounce, including English postage, and we Increase 
the postage on such ‘mail matter as pamphlets and 
magazines, according to weight. We to 
advance the postage as the weight inc 2 a but 
not to continue the principle of progression as 
We merely propose to 
double the charge upon all exceeding the first rate, 
The first rate is two ounces. The English mail 
carries two ounces for one penny. Our old, law 
fixed the rate at two andga half cents, and one 
cent for every succeeding ounce. I think we have 
had very good reasons for making these charges, 
particularly i in regard to letters. With regard to 
these pamphlets, “which are an important item in 
the communication between the two countries, 
this provision of the bill, | think, is very liberal— 
about what it ought to be. It fixes the first rate 
of two ounces at two cents, all beyond that at 
two cents the ounce; and this in the progression 
is considerably below the English rate of postage 
for similar matter. The first rate, as | have said, 
of this class of matter is two ounces, whictris sub- 


prope se 


ject to one penny postage in England, and which 


we have been bound by the treaty not to increase. 
The first rate of two ounces ts two cents, and an 
additional two cents for all beyond that. 


Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, it is certainly 


| very desirable that this bill should be acted upon, 


to reduce the newspaper postage | 
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and acted m promptly But nt is stull more 
desirable that it an uld be acted upon intelligibly, 
Now, if L understand the amendment offered by 


the Senator from Cc onnecticut, and that portion of 
his remarks | have been able to hear, it seems to 
me that, in reference to the subject of foreign post- 
age, itis an entirely new bill, lating the whole 
matter of foreign postage as applied to let- 
and everything of 
likewise as affecting the 


regu 
uiiect 
periodicals, 
and 


Ss, newspapers, 


ys 


' } 'e ' 
il descripti 


question of franking, this amendment is a most 
important one. It has just been offered, and Lam 
perfectly satisfied that Senators have not been able 
to give ita satisfactory examination; and, for one, 


I would much prefer that the billand amendments 
Gtiered by the Senator from Connecticut should be 
laid ner the table and printed by the Senate for 
the se ers. | would move, therefore, 
that kad iil and amendments be laid upon the table 
and printed. 

Mr. NILES. I hope the itor from New 


Jersey will withdraw bie motion to lay on the table 
for a moment. 


Mr. DAYTON withdrew hi: 

Mr. NILES was understood say that he 

ught Senators had had time to consider the 
whole subject. He thought that if Senators had 
paid a little attention to the amendment when it 
was read, and to his subsequent explanation of it, 
they would have been able to understand the aub- 
ject very well; but he presumed that, on account 
of the noise which prevailed in the Chamber, some 
Senators had not been able to hear the ame »ndment 
and his remarks aipon it very distinetly. He did 
not know when they would have a more favorable 
opportunity to cons ider the subject than the present, 
The whole matter had been before the country for 
some time, and the bill with the original amend- 
ments had been printed in all the newspapers, and 
he presumed they had been read and discussed by 
Senators and the people generally. The amend- 
ment which he had just offered was one which he 
presumed would not attract much attention here, 
although one of very great use to the country. The 
original amendments proposed by the committee 
had been printed, but the amendment which he 
had just presented did not come from the commit- 
tee, and he did not propose to have it printed at all, 
He did not wish to embarrass the committee, and 
he thought it his duty to offer the amendment in 
the Senate in order that they might decide upon it 
as they might deem best. 

In regard to the section that had just been read, 
and upon which he had made a few remarks, he 
would say, that although it had been considerably 


of its mem! 


Se 


motion, 


to 


P altered from that reported from the committee, it 


| 


; 


| laws there. 


was much the same thing in substance as the cor- 
responding section that had been printed. The 
alterations which had been made had been ren- 
dered necessary by the late treaty in regard to 
postal arrangements which have been entered into 
between this country and Great Britain, In the 
section reported by the committee, he would re- 
mark, the foreign postage had been stated at 
twenty-one cents. ‘That was the sea postage, and 
it left the inland postage in this country and other 
countries to be regulated by the laws here and the 
jutan arrangement having been made 
between this country and Great Britain in relation 
to the inland as well as the sea postage upon letters 
passing between the two countries, it had been 


| thought best that all foreign postage rates should 
| be made uniform, and in consequence the amend- 


ment to establish the uniform rate of twenty-one 


| cents upon all letters sent to or received from for- 


eign countries had been proposed. 
‘Mr. WESTCOTT. I would inquire of the Chair 


| whether the amendment that were reported bv 


| 


} 


the Post Office Committee last week have beer 
adonted? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. These amendments 
have not been adopted. The question of their 
adoption is now pending, and also upon the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I will give notice, then, 


| that if the bill is laid over, I purpose to offer an 
| amendment to one of the amendments of the Post 


Office Committee, reported on page third, line 
| third, of that amendment; and in go to advice 
the Senator from Connecticut of the character of 
the amendment | purpose to offer, 1 will read it. 

At the last seSsion of Congreas, a bili “containing 
the same principle was before the Senate, and at 

| that time the same objection was made against the 
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principle; and, after a full debate, the Senate de- 


cided expressly against it. It is true that the bill 
reported at the lust session proposed to exempt 
newspapers circulating within thirty miles of the 
place of publication, or within the county In which 
the paper might be published. I objected to that 
principle because it was exclusively and entirely 
for the benefit of that portion which is thickly pop- 
ulated, having a ere at many little newspapers that 
do not circulate beyond the limits of their respect- 
ive counties. [Ut was an unequal legislation upon 
the new States, where they have not so many 
newspapers—where, in fact, one of their counties 
is us larve, and sometimes larger, than one of tne 
New England States. 

1 shall move to amend this amendment by stri- 
king out the words **not more than fifty miles,” 
und inserting in their place ‘*and sent to a post 
office in the Congressional district in which its 
office of publication is situated.”’ 

Mr. NILES, Mr. President, | would say to 
my friend trom New Jersey, [Mr. Dayron,] and 
Others, that I desire to get the action of the Senate 
upon the amendrhents, and, if they are adopte d,1 
shall not object to the postponement of the biil in 
order to have it printed as amended. 

‘This is a subject which every one must see de- 
pends very much upon the arrangement and per- 
fection of its details. We had the subject under 
consideration nearly the whole of last session, and 
it has been discussed and debated in full; and, as 
the merits of the whole bill depend upon the de- 
tails, | would like to get these amendments acted 
upon, as the coramittee wish to get the bill and 
amendments before the Senate in a connected 
form, and that has been my sole object to-day. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, there are some 
amecudments to th nll to which I shall be op- 
posed; but the particular amendment under con- 
sideration seems to me to be entirely proper. That 
amendment relates (o the postage of letters sent by 
sea, and has received the approbation of the whole 
Postage Conimittee. 1 believe the Senator from 
Connecticut has explained that, by the postal ar- 
rangements with Great Britain, certain rates of 
postage have been imposed upon letters sent or 
received by the British mail steamers, or by our 
own mail steamers, to and from Great Britain. 
The only object of the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Connecticut, is to equalize the 
rates of postage upon all letters sent by sea. It is 
manifest and proper that we should not have one 
rate of postage where letters or papers are sent to 
or received from Great Britain, and another rate 
upon letters and 
sent to other countries beyond the sea. The only 
object of this amendment is to equalize the rates 
of postage in all such cases. It seems to me that 
this is very proper, and eannot be liable to any 
manner of objection. The Senator from New Jer- 
sey cannot, | think, object to the amendments 
being acted upon in committee, and then printed 
tor the use of the Senate. 

Mr. DAYTON, (interposing.) 
jection to that. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. NILES proposed further to amend the 
amendment, at the close of the third section, by 
adding the following provision: 


I have no ob- 


That publishers of newspapers and periodicals shall be 
@ntitied to receive, free of postage, one copy of any other 
hewspaper or periodical in exchange for their own publica 
tion, and have the privilege of sending bills against their 
subscribers in their papers or periodicals, free of postage, 


ae 
The amendment was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the amendment re- 
ported by the committee was further amended, by 
siriking out the words,‘*an ounce and a half,” 
and inserting “two ounces.”’ 

The question then being on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended— 

Mr. DICKINSON rose and said: Mr. Presi- 
dent, at the last session of Congress we had up 
this question of newspaper postage. | then offered 
an amendment proposing to give to newspapers 
that are published weekly throughout the country 
the privilege of circulating free of postage for a dis- 
tance of fifty miles from their place of publication. 
The honorable chairman of the committee pro- 
poses, as | understand, to charge for that class of 
newspapers half a cent each. I am myself in favor 
of their being exempted from postage under the cir- 
cumstances | have stated; but, as I was unable to 
procure the adopuon of my proposed amendment | 


papers which come from or are 4 


for their free circulation, | arm willing, in order to 
approach as nearly as possible to the accomplish- 
ment of my object, to take the amendment of the 
honorable chairman, with this slight modification, 
viz: to insert the words ‘* published weekly only,”’ 
and instead of one-half, to insert one-fourth of a 
cent. It appeared to be the sense of the Senate 
last session that that rate of charge would be high 
enough. Lrepeat, | am in favor of their circulating 
free; but if | cannot get that, | desire that the 
charge shall not exceed a quarter of a cent where 
the newspaper does not weigh more than an ounce 
and a half. 

Mr. NILES. 
York would consent to postpone his amendment 
for the present; it involves the great principle that 
is to be decided by the bill. The principle of the 
bill, as every gentleman knows, is, that low post- 
age may, in process of time, become as productive 
of revenue to the department as a higher rate; and 
I wish to have it tested in the shape in which it 
has been presented by the committee. | have my- 
self gone somewhat further than my own judg- 
ment would have dictated in making the cuarge 
upon such newspapers half a cent. 

Mr. DICKINSON. ‘There 1s much force in 
what the honorable Senator says, that if we have 
a low rate of postage, it is necéSsary that every- 
thing that is conveyed by the mails should pay 
something; and although | did hope the honorable 
chairman, who understands the subject so well, 
would have consented that the rate of charge upon 
these papers should be one-fourth instead of halt 
a cent, yet,as 1 do not wish to embarrass the 
measure, | will, at the suggestion of the Senator, 
withdraw my proposition for the present, and offer 
it at some future stave of the bill. 

The amendmentas amended was concurred in. 

Mr. NILES then moved further to amend the 
bill by siriking out ail after the words *‘as fol- 
lows,”’ in the fifth line, to the end of the section, 
and inserting the following: 

All letters conveyed by mail any distanee in the United 
States shall be charged with postage by weight, and accord 
ing to their rates; Jetters weighing not exceeding half an 
ounce, shall pay a rate of three cents to be prepaid, and five 
cents if not>o prepaid; letters weighing more than haif an 


ounce and not exc®eding one ounce, shail pay Uwo rates, of | 


six cents, to be prepaid, and ten cents if not prepaid ; letters 
weighing more than one ounce and notexceeding two ounces 
shall -pay four rates, or twelve cents, to be prepaid, and 
twenty cents ifnot prepaid j and letters exceeding two ounces 
in Weight shall pay au additional postage of four rates, or 
twelve cents, for every additional ounce or fractional part 
thereot if prepaid, and twenty cents if not prepaid. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. NILES explained its object. As the bill 
now stands, (said Mr. N.) three cents are to be 
charged, if the postage is prepaid, for every letter 
not weighing more than half an ounce, and the 
same sum for every additional hal? ounce. The 


amendment which I now propose departs from , 


that rule of progression, and makes it conformable 
in some respects to the rule that has been adopted 
in relation to postage in England. ‘Their rule is 


this: They charge one penny for the first half 


ounce, and one penny in addition for an additional 
half ounce. They then commence duplicating, 
and for the next ounce they charge two rates. Any 
thing beyond two ounces is charged four rates, and 
soon. ‘This amendment proposes the same geo- 
metrical progression, continuing the uniform rule 
for allover two ounces, and not departing from it 
except so far as fractions are concerned. — ‘The sec- 
tion provides that letters weighing more than one 
ounce and less than two ounces shall pay two 
rates, whereas, as the bill now stands, they would 
pay one rate in additioft for the fractional parts be- 
low the maximum of the third rate. When you 
get to two ounces there is a duplicate progression, 
but it is not continued any further; whereas the 
English law goes on duplicating. The effect of 
this amendment will not at all interfere with the 
great mass of communications that go through 
America, for they seldom exceed an ounce. 


tion of this principle. 
direct reasons. 
violation of the law. If we adopt the half ounce 
as the first rate, a person may write five letters 
upon such paper as may now be procured for the 
purpose—such as the French use—and the whole 
five will not exceed the weight to which the first 
rate is attached. Merchants and men of business 
having extensive correspondence with individuals 


I wish that the Senator from New 


at any particular place might send out a large | 
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number of communications under one cov 
ing but one, or at most two rates of Postage, ay 

afterwards to be distributed. This ge 
progression will cut up a practice of this kind - 
cause as the weight advances, the POstace oe 
advance, and nothing will be gained by hea tae 
communications together. -Another ad ventans S 
you secure to the whole mass of the people as 
as to the whole business communjty 
lawyers, and others, the privilege of transmitine 
documents, such as deeds and other instrumen: 
in writing that are several ounces in we 
which they can wellatlord to pay somethi 
without a very large increase of charge 
Senate adopt this (rate of progression, they will 
have gone further in the way of reduction than 
the British Government have gone in their ‘te 
treaty with us regarding the transmission of letters 
They will have the advantage, because they wi 
charge upon all letters thore than will be charged 
by us. Sull l admit that will not be a conside 
aon of sufficient importance to prevent 


er, pay- 
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, Merchants 
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‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NILES. I will now offer the amendmen, 
in reiation to the frankMg privilege, and then | will 
ask that the bill be laid over until to-morrow, ir 
order that it may be printed as amended, 

The amendment is as follows: 

Sec. —. nd be it Purther enacted, That from and afer 
the first day of July, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, the 
franking privilege, except in respect to the President ot tie 
United States and the cx-Presidents of the United States 
be, and the same is hereby, abolished. That all letters and 
packages, not weighing over an ounce, sent or received by 
the Vice President of the United States, the Seeretary of the 
Senate, the Senators and members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and delegates from Territories of the Congress 
vi the United States, and the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, during the session of Congress, shall be paid 
from the contingent tund of the two Houses of Congress ; 
and all documeits printed by order of either House of Con- 
gress, When sent by any member of either House of Con- 
gress, Shall be conveyed in the mail freee of postage, agree- 
ably to the existing law. That all letters and packages 
relating to.official business of any of the Executive depart- 
ments of the Government, sentor received by the Secretary 
of State, the Seeretary of the Treasury, the Seerctary of 
War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Postmaster General, 
the Attorney General, or by the heads of the bureaus of said 
departments, shali be conveyed tree of postage, being cer- 
tified on the envelope to be oificial communications by any 
of the Executive officers aforesaid; and if any officer shall 
make a false certificate on any letter or package, with the 
intent to defrand the Post Office Department, he shall, on 
convittion, forfeit and pay fifty dollars for the use of said 
cepartment. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the 
amendment last offered by inserting after ‘“Attor- 
ney Generai’’ ** the Judges of the Supreme Court.” 
The provision as it stands reads thus: ‘* That all 
letters and packages relating to official business of 
any of the Executive departments of the Govern- 
ment, sent or received by the Secretary of State,” 
&c. And it is communications of the same de- 
scription—that is, relating to the official business of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court—that | wish to 
have comprehended within the provision. And I 
will state the reason why I desire this amendment 
to be made. Some of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court—Judge Catron, for instance, whose juris- 
diction extends to the Rocky Mountains, and 
others—are receiving communications, consisting 
of packages of considerable size, upon official 
business, upon matters which pertain entirely to 
their office as judges; they are applied to for in- 
junctions, and very frequently a whole record 1s 
sent to them for their action. They are also ap- 
plied to for writs of error, and upon all these 
communications they are chargeable with postage. 
Now, | think, if you allow the executive officers 
of the Government to receive everything which 
pertains to their official duties free of postage, 
there is the same reason for allowing the Judiciary 
department to receive communications of the same 
character also free of postage. No good reason 
can be shown why a distinction should be taken to 
the Judiciary and the executive departments in 


n 


' reference to their official duties. Lhope the amend- 
Now, a word as to the reason for the introduc- || 


There are, I believe, two | 
The first is to guard against a | 


ment will prevail. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the Senator 
will move further to amend the amendment by 
striking out the words “sent or,’’ so as to make 
the privilege extend only to communications re- 
ceived by the judges and other officials, I will vote 
for it; and I will do it in accordance with the gen- 
eral principles that govern my votes upon this 
subject. Public agents may be justly entitled to 
receive communications free of postage; but I am 
decidedly opposed to the franking privilege, and | 
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segvers of both Houses of Congress. 


may be a 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. i will state, for the in- 
formation of the Senator from Mississippi—for | 
yeree with him entirely in what he has said—that 
is my intention, if this amendment should pre- 
yail—indeed, whether it prevail or not—to move 

so amend the bili in another place in such a way 

se will meet his view. I think it is premature 
now to bring that subject before the Senate. At 
resent my object is to see whether the Senate 
will put the judges of the Supreme Court upon the 
same fvoting with the executive officers of the 

Government. ‘That is the solitary quesuon that 

is now presented, 

Mr. DAVIS. I would suggest to the Senator 
the propriety of making the restricuon at once. 
He knows it is easy to avoid conferring a privi- 
jeve, but exceedingly difficult to reclaim it when 
once conferred. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is a very little matter, 
however, in this particular instance; and 1 would 
rather itshould stand by itself, We ought not to 
sell justice. The restricuon in reference to the | 
judges would make the suttor pay a little, to be | 
sure, in the way of postage, but I wish to take the | 
sense of the Senate simply upon the point as to 
placing the judiciary in this respect upon the same 
footing as the officers of the executive depariments 
of the Government. : 

Mr. MILLER. I merely wish to inquire whether 
the amendment which has just been moved by the 
Senator from Connnecticut, is an amendment pro- 
ceeding from the committee. 

Mr. NILES. It ts not. 

Mr. MILLER. ‘Then I would hope, inasmuch | 
as this amendment does not come from the com- | 
mittee, and as it is likely to bring up an exciting | 
question as to the frauking privilege, that the Sen- | 
ator would wai¥e it and leave the bill with amend- 
ments as they came from the committee to be first 
acted upon, At present we have amendments 
which were offered by the committee lying upon 
the table, and which have been since amended by 
the Senate. 1 desire to see these amendménts as 
amended printed, in order that they may be exam- 
ined and clearly understood. I hope the Senator 
from Connecticut will withdraw his amendment for 
the present, and allow the bill to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN. I only rise to say that I shall 
oppose the conferring of the privilege of sending 
matter through the mail free of pustage upon the 
judges of the Supreme Court of the United States. | 

The principle of the proposition is this: to make | 
the Government of the United States to that extent 
bear the expense of private litigation. ‘The reason | 
why the franking privilege has been conierred 
upou the officers of the Government is, because 
the communication between the citizen and the 
Government relates ‘to matters pending between 
thetwo. But the matter pending before the Su- 
preme Court of the United States is not between | 
the court and the litigant, but between two liti- | 
gants, the court being the mere intermediate or 
mediatorial power between them, in relation to a 
private transaction that is submitted to a public 
tribunal. ‘The connection between the people of 

the United States and Congress, or between the 
people and the heads of departments, is direct, and 
the business is business which concerns the two; 
itis public business, the other is private business. | 
I say then, sir, the proposition involves the prin- 
ciple of making this Government to that extent, | 
small as it may be, pay the expenses of private | 
litigation in the Supreme Court. What is the sub- | 
Ject-matter of those communications which pass 
between that tribunal and oo citizens? ‘The | 
| 
| 
| 


records forwarded up to that court are records 
written by attorneys for their clients, and the an- | 
swers written by the court, if the court ever an- 
swers letters on business of that description at 
all—a thing that I was not aware of before—to | 
send the papers back, as my friend suggests, where | 
an injunction is allowed, or to send the record | 
back when the allowance of the injunction is writ- 
ten upon it. Well, all this relates to private busi- 
ness; it is a matter of private concern altogether. 
In regard to the propriety of continuing the 


been heard on that subject before. My mind is 
unchanged. I take ground in favor of it, and have 
always maintained it as a great popular privilege, | 





privileges are confined to small bodies of men. The 
| franking privilege, which | muintain is 


| privilege of the member, but the } 


} SO tong ei red tl 
‘ t ng enjoyed the 


| in that 








| 
franking privilege to members of Congress, I have | 
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be in favor of taking it away from the 
There 
propriety in their receiving communica- 
yons free, but none whatever in sending them. 


| and the only one under this Government that is 


} 


peome, 


extended to the masses of the All other 
not the 
priviiege of the 
people, is a privilege extending to the whole mass, 
including the rich and the poor, the great and the 
smali—a privilege which imposes an inimense labor 
upon members of Congress—a privilege which 
members themselves would undoubtedly be ex- 
tremely glad to get rid of, if they could do so with- 
out giving umbrage to their constituents, who have 
benefit of the privilege, and are 
tu be deprived of i. This is 
Hot so in regard to the Supreme Court. That 
court has, unfortunately, too little association with 
or dependence on the people of the United States. 
In fact, it has no connection with them at all— 
none whatever. I repeat, sir, that the litigations 
court are the litigations of private men 
about private rights, the court being nothing buta 
mediatorial power between private men. We are 
not, then, to pay the expenses of private litigation. 
You might with the game propriety ask us to print 
the records and the briefs of the lawyers in ail lit- 
igations that are decided in the Capitol of the Uni- 
ted States, because we print the reports of the 
Secretary of State and tie other heads of depart- 
ments. The analogy does not hold. ‘The one is 
public, and the other is private business committed 
to a public tribunal. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. As the gentleman from 
Ohio has thought proper to make a long speech 
upon the amendment oflered by me, | feel called 
upon to pay some attention toit. His objection 
to the proposition which I make is, that the busi- 
ness to which it relates is altogether private. Now, 
sir, itis only half so. Is it not public business 
that the judge is required to attend to? Is not the 
granting of an injunction, the ordering a writ Of 
error, or the making of any other order pertaining 
to his official station public business? Undoubt- 
edly so, so far as he is concerned. Then, sir, 
whose pocket is taxed in the discharge of this pub- 
lic business? It is the judge’s. If a record be 
sent to him, and the postage is not prepaid, it 
must either remain in the post office, or the post- 
age must be paid outvof his own pocket. ‘That 1s 
all, sir. That is the tax which, according to the 
present practice, you are imposing upon the judi- 
ciary department. Why not exempt the judiciary 
as well as the executive departments from the bur- 
den? That is the simple question. Well, now, 
will the gentleman from Ohio be so good as to ex- 
amine his own principle. An executive officer 
puts out an advertisement for contracts to supply 
the navy with provisions. The Post Office De- 
partment puts out advertisements for contracts all 
over the country for carrying the mails. A wants 


therefore unwilling 


to supply provisions for the navy, or articles such | 


as are required. B desires to contract for carrying 
the mail, or to perform any other service. 1 ask 
the Senator from Ohio if he writes a letter to the 
department proposing to furnish provisions, or to 
do any service, if it is not his private business? 
What is the motive for writing the letter? Is it 
not for private gain? The man who writes has 
provisions to sell, and wants a market. Or he can 
supply the service with horses and coaches, and 
he is ready to carry the mail for his own private 
gain, and he writes a letter to the department on 
the subject. Is it not his private interest that he 
is subserving by making the communication? Un- 


doubtedly. 


You allow the departments, and very properly, | 


I think, to receive all these communications free 
of postage; but what more do you allow? You 
allow the departments to write answers to those 
letters, and you allow them to send those answers 
free of postage. The gentleman from Ohio has 
not the perception to see that there he is subserv- 
ing private purposes; but when a judicial officer 
is about to have the same privilege conferred upon 


him which | you grant to the executive officer, the | 
gentleman is alarmed; and then, in his apprehen- | 
Sir, | 


sion, it becomes altogether a private, matter. 
it is no more private in the one case than in the 
other. Half 0@ it, so far as the reception is con- 
cerned, is public, and it belongs to the public officer 
to receive it without a charge. 
admit, is for the benefit of private individuals. 


I said to the honorable Senator from Mississippi, | 


[Mr. Davis,] that if he would allow these officers 
to be placed upon the same footing as the execu- 


The other half, I | 
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tive officers of the Government, | then intended to 
offer an amendment which would deprive the whole 
of them of any right to frank the communications 
made by them in reply to those received from indi- 
viduals, leaving the expense to fall upon the indi- 
viduals interested. I intended to come up to the 
idea of the gentleman from Ohio, also, if he had 
allowed me a little time, and in doing that to relieve 
the officers of the Government from the tax imposed 
on them by this official business. ‘There was no 
necessity, then, as | conceive, for the Senator from 
Ohio taking an exception, upon the ground that [ 
was desirous of promoting the interests of individ- 
ual suitors, and to relieve them fiom expense, Not 
so. | want to relieve no private individual at the 
public expense, of any charge of this kind; but I 
want to place the judiciary and the executive de- 
partments on the same footing as regards their 
official business. I hope that [ am understood 
now; and if Lam, the Senator enust perceive that 
I am desirous, not of relieving ay y parties from the 
necessary expense attending the transaction of their 
private business, but of enabli: e judges of the 
Supreme Court to exonerate themselves from the 
imputation of inattentuuon to their pablie duties, 
when communications which are addressed to them 
remain unanswered and unredeemed at the post 
office on account of the non-payment of postage, 
Mr. FOOTE. TI understand the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Uxperwoop] to insist that the 
members of the Judiciary should be permitted to 
receive and transmit letters free of postage. For 
all the various reasons, so clearly and cogently 
stated by the Schator from Ohio, [Mr. Attex}— 
in every one of which reasons | do most heartil 
concur—I am opposed to the amendment proposed. 
As I have some additional objections to the amend- 
ment also, | shall proceed to state them. But, 
before I do so, I wil offer a single suggestion, in 
reply to one of the remarks of my honorabie 
friend from Kentucky, the force of which I can- 
not doubt he will fully appreciate. ‘The Senator 
urges, that if we refuse to adopt his amendment, 
an evil state of things now extsting—and the ex- 
istence of which he so deeply deplores—wiil be 
continued. The judges will receive letters on 
official business from suitors or attorneys, which 
will come to their respective post offices without 
the postage having been paid in advance, and 
either the judge will have to pay the postage him- 
self, or the business concerning which he has been 
addressed will remain unattended to, and the judge 
be left exposed to unjust crimination. Well, sir, 
the answer to all this is, that no man of ordinary 
understanding or common honesty will write to a 
judicial officer upon his own business without 
paying the postage. If he fatl to pay the postage 
in advance, he will deserve to suffer the conse- 
quences. Besides, the honorable Senator seems to 
have forgotten for the moment one of the most stri- 
king examples which the history of the last twelve 
months has supplied—an example which | know to 
have attracted the attention of the gentleman atthe 
time of its occurrence ina very peculiar manner, and 
which awakened a little innocent merriment in cer- 
tain social circles, provoked strong surprise among 
certain experienced politicians in this particular 
vicinage, and was a subject of interesting specula- 
tion for several weeks all over the Union. It is 
an example which I do not cite for the purpose of 
censure, or even of ridicule; | am inclined to think 
that there was as much about it to admire as to 
condemn; and as it seems to have been productive 
of no special mischief—nay, may in fact have 
contributed more or less to a certain great political 
result, over which the Senator from Kentucky is 
known to have rejoiced as much as any one of the 
vast multitude who have been heard to hail ‘Tay- 
lor and Fillmore as victors in the late Pres.dential 
contest—I feel authorized to commend it to his 
grave and favorable consideration. I allude, of 
course, to a certain illustrious Major General of 
the American army having been so harassed, an- 
noyed, and utterly wearied out bya great mulutude 
of letter-writers, who, in violation of all the laws of 
good taste, gentlemanly decorum, and proper social 
feeling, so cruelly ayy him last summer by 
writing letters to him, that he at length resolved 
to take out no letters from the post office at all un- 
less the same came postage paid ; from the execu- 


‘tion of which resolve on the part of that distin- 


guished personage 1 know of no ill effect, or even 
inconvenience, having resulted, save that a know!- 
edge of his intention to become the regular candi- 
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date of a great political party, inst ad of running as 
an independent cand late, was not communicated 
to the American public quite 30 ¢ arly as it would 
have been had an carher response been vouch- 
safed. 

Sir, this is perhaps not exactly the Augustan 


é 


. . re! ius A the 
age of American literature, bul it is assuredly the 


t 
’ 


. . , re Po Vt’ n 
age of polite letiers—the age of letter-writing and, 


y a> i ) bye 
letter-receiving with a vengeance. | do not doubt 


that more letters are now written In this ¢ oumry 
{and most of them without the least necessity or 
wopriety, private or public) than were ever known 
ce. in avy age of the world to be written or re 
ceived. Every man and every woman, nowadays, 
that can scribble words on paper, and fold up non- 
sense in the form of an epistie, feels-ambitious of 
gaining some notoriety in this way. Well, since 
the profits of the Post Office Department are en- 
hanced by it, perhaps we ought not to complain. 
But yet, take it altogether, 1 consider it, in a soctal 
and political point of view, a great and growing 
evil. The most serious mischief connected with 
this state of things, though, Lam bound to declare, 
arises from the propenally that certain of our 
judges have recently displayed to set themselves 
forth as magnates of the epistolary tribe. ‘There 
is one judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States whose proclivity for letter-wriung has dis- 
played itself, on several late occasions, in a man 
ner offensive to every intelligent public-spirited and 
patriouc man in the Republic. ‘This personage, for- 
getful of the wise precautionary arrangements pro- 
vided by our venerated ancestors, in the very frame- 
work of that Constitution which he is sworn tosup- 
port, against the interference of judges in political 
cencerns; forgetful or unpardonably regardless of 
the noble example of a Marshall, a Story, and other 
ilustrious political functionaries in the earlier, and j 
fear better days of the Republic; oblivious of the 
significant and impressing fact that the ancients 
caused Justice to be painted blind, or rather with 
bandaged eyes, in order to suggest to such as 
might be called to officiate in hersanctuary the high, 
the indispensable duty of keeping their minds ex 
empt at all times from passion or prejudi e, from 
fear, favor, or affection, from ail undue syimpathy 
for sur;ounding objects, and all regard whatever 
to consequences mert ly personal to themselves, 
which might be calculated to bias their understand- 
ings and warp them in their official action;—tiis 
judge, though affecting a peculior elevation of heart 
and character, which he would have us believe has 
lifted him far beyond the reach of all those con- 
taminating influences to which other poor mortals 
are subject: th ugh he complains loudly of the 
gross degeneracy of the age in which he lives, 
and pompously announces his opmion to be that 
our people will never be happy and prosperous, 
and worthy of true respect and admirauion—that 
our institutions will never be well and wisely and 
successfully maimtained and administered, unt! 
what he is pleased to call moral influence can be 
brought to bear upon the Government; who dares 
to denounce the selected candidates of the great 
political parties of the country as mere prize jight- 
ers—he, even he, hus on several grave occasions 
lately asserted his claim to recognition as the most 
indecent, offensive, malignant, factious, unpatri- 
otic, and contempiible of all the letter-writers, 
whose multitude and fiend-like qualities alike jus- 
tify me in saying that “their name is Legic n.”? 
The first epistle general of the ermined scribe 
which 1 shall notice is the one to which I culled 
the attention of the Senate last summer, in which 


he took it upon himself to lecture the two Houses of 


Congress upon their dauies; in which he presumed, 
in the midst of a pending war between his own 
country and & foreign nation, (a war eminently 
Just and necessat y in its incepulon, wisely, Vallant- 
ly, and gloriously conducted; and eventuating—in 
spite of domestic treachery never to be forgotten 
ov forgiven—in the complete vindication of the 
national honor, and in the acquisition of a territory 
so valuable as to attract in our hands the admira- 
tion and envy of all nations of the-earth,) to urge 
upon Congress that no more pecuniary supplies 
should be voted for the maintenance of this war, in 
order that the Government might be forced, for 
want of the sinews of war, to withdraw our victo- 
rious armies from the enemy ‘s country in disgrace, 
without having achieved any of the objects whose 
attainment was necessary to our honor aad happ- 
ness as an independent nation. 

The next lever of this judicial personage which 
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I shall notice, and the only remaining one which ! 
eave about noucing at present, is one in which he 
committed the most grievous sin of which a judge 
can be guilty; in which he undertook to adjudicate 
a question before mt had been yet submitted to him 
for decision, and which he well knew was more 
than likely to be presented for decision in the court 
where he sits, with others, for the discharge of 
high judicial dues. Sir, this is a most aggra- 
vated and disgusting case of official misconuuct, 
vithout precedent or parailel—without excuse or 
palliation; an outrage upon all the laws of judicial 
decency; a disgrace to the ermine;a sinand ashame 
before God and man. 

A grave, momentous, and perplexed question 
had envaged the attention of both Houses of Con- 
gress for months. ‘This question had excited the 
whole country to an extent which made ail true- 
hearted patriots tremble with solicitade, and the 
enemies of our institutions to gladden and exult 
over their anticipated overthrow. ‘This question 
had arrayed opposite sections of this Union against 
each other—friend agaiust friend, brother against 
brother, expedient after expedient had been tried; 
measure upon measure had been proposed, which 
it was hoped might ealm the popular mind and 
s; but all in vain. 
‘Lhe sky was still black over our heads; the red 
i” Was already flashing in our faces; the 


wild waves of a tempestuous ocean were ragiig 


| 
i 
AVErL Lie Lbreatened consequence 


hyehtoing 


around us, and the ship of State seemed about to 
be dashed to pieces amidst the breakers with which 
she was visibly almost in contact. At the awtul 
moment of alarm—of peril, almost of despair— 
Wise men of ali partic Sy discaruing sectional preju- 
dice, throwing aside all party bias, forgetful of all 
things but then duty as patriots, vot together, Com- 
muned witheach other calmly, pauenudy, seriously, 
perseverlugly, and patrioucally, and succeeded in 
framing the compromise bill of the last session, 
known generally in connecion with the name of the 
Senator trom Delaware, [Mr. CLayron.| ‘Vhis 
bill proposed to submit the question in dispute to 
the Supreme Court of the United States for final 
adjudication, It passed the Senate; it was defeated 
in the House. but it was yet before Lhe country. 
It was universally expecied to be brougit Jorward 
anew at another session of Congress. it was 
hoped that atter the Presidential election was over, 
itigit yet become a law, and that under it, and 
in accordance with its provisions, this perilous 
Under such cireum- 
tances, it Was, precisely, that Mr. Justice McLean 
thougal proper to issue his letter—written undent- 
ably tor pablication in the newspapers—iu which 
he declared his opinion in favor of the North against 
the South; in favor of the section of the Unton 
where he resides, and against the opposite secuon; 
thus unfitung himself wholly to sit hereafter for 
the adjudication of the matter in conuoversy, and, 
as far as he could do so, extinguishing ail hope of 
adjustment, such as had been sanguinely antici- 


question might be setued, 


pated, by the Supreme Court of the Union, of 


which court he is unfortunately one of the judges. 


Now, sir, | could easily recite other oficnces of 


a sinilar kind which have been perpetrated by this 
personage; but it is unnecessary. 1 have shown, 
i think even to the satisfaction of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that one of the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court is unworthy to enjoy the franking 
privilege. 1 think that the Senator from Kentucky 
himseit will hardly deem it wise to afford addiuional 
facilities to this particular judge for the dissemina- 
tion of his factious views. Even the Senator from 
Kentucky wall scarcely contend that it will be 
quite safe and poliuc to whet up anew this cacoethes 
scribendi with which the learned personage in ques- 
tion is So unfortunately cursed, and thus to some 
extent also making ourseives respousible for the 
mischief which he may: hereafter engender. 

I will conclude by declaring my firm belief to be, 
that the conduct of Justice McLean, as a political 
letler-writer, is unworthy of the bench, discredit- 
able to the country, and wholly indefensible; and 
1 venture to predict that not one of ail the learned 
Senators here convened—not one of ail these dis- 
unguished jurists by whom | see myself surround- 
ed, will evince so little self-respec® as even to utter 
a single word in his vindication. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. For fear the Senate may | 


have failen into the same error that my friend from 


Mississippi has, | beg to say that my proposition 
does not authorize any of the judges to frank any 


of their own private correspondence; or to receive | 


Jan. 17 
icnseoecngieasespestantinieninaiacaatipincinyistlepionesn ’ 
any such free of postage, I am sure O wf 
mistake was never before committed by an. - 
ator. I have already et deavored toexn ae : 
trust [ have made myself understood, "P}.o fs hia 


bill goes upon the idea of cheapenine corres: 
ence, and thereby encouraging and increas pon 
very thing which the Senator seems to be in. ee 
at war with. It ts the very thing the bil} prone oy 
and, although you should refuse them the tte as 
have their official correspondence free, vet thee 
will be included in the benefits of the Peteraln.° 
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visions Of the bill. ‘To be serious in reeard t on 
vard to the 

matter, however, I regret that the Senator fr 


Mississippi has deemed ita proper occasion to int 
duce matter which perhaps has a personal ly as 
upon the gentleman to whom he has referred 1 
simply submitted the question whether the jaa; 
ciary, In reference to communications of an offiesa! 
character, should be put uvon the same footin, 
with the executive departments, in refers 
official communications to them. Lean see ne 
diilerence or distinction that ean with pronric ty bs 
made; and, as | had notified the Senate on Fos 
over again that lL should afterwards propose sy ' 
an amendmeitas would except private corre spond- 
ence, and make the burden fall upon the individ, 
it does seem. to me there is no necessity for pro- 
longing the argument. I hope the question w 

now be taken upon the amendment I have offered 
and if it prevail, or whether it prevails or not, i 
wil move the amendment of which L have 


NCE to 


i 


Piven 


_notee. 


Mr. FOOTE, Well, it is just as] anticipated 
just as | predicted. A judge of the Supreme Court 
has becn assailed with charges the most serious: 
his conduct has been denounced in language whos 
meaning could not be misunderstood; if as erin) 
inal as he is charged with being, he is unworthy 
to preside in the most obscure court of inferior 
jurisdiction to be found in the whole republic; and 
yet no Senator here has been found willing to coni- 
promit his own dignity by uttering a single sylla- 
ble in his defence. This is an extraordinary casi 
indeed; one I should suppose of rare occurrence any- 
where, and which certainly should admonish that 
functionary, that conduct so meritoriously con- 
dened, cannot be otherwise than censurable; and 
1 liope that neither his well known self-esteem nor 
any other cause may prevent his making speedy 
atonement to his countrymen for the serious 
offences which he has committed. He owes to 
the country a solemn apology for the violation of 
public deceney which he has committed; the dig- 
nity of our institations demand from him that he 
go speedily through some solemn and appropriate 
form of public ex piation; and with repentant soul he 
should solemnly ask pardon of his offended fellow- 
citizens for the deep dishonor which he has brought 
upon our noble institutions. IT wish to be under- 
stood as by no means objecting to the other mem- 
bers of the Supreme Court becoming possessed of 
the franking privilege, provided Justice McLean 
ean be made the subject of a special exception; at 
least I should be unwilling to permit him to possess 
that high privilege until 1 have satisfactory evi- 
dence of his contrition and reformation. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, I cannot 
consent to vote for an amendment of this kind, 
which proposes to give the franking privilege, 
either to send or receive communications, to the 
justices of the Supreme Court, and thereby throw 
on the department a tax such as it has scarcely 
ever had before. I do not undertake to say that 
it will amount to as much as the franking privilege 
given to Congress, but gentlemen who know any- 
thing of the practice of lawyers in the western 
States well know that its amount will be consider- 
able. It is a proposition, therefore, of which | 
cannot approve. It is a proposition which will 
remove no hardship from the lawyers, nor afford 
any relief to the judges, unless it were extended 
to their private correspondence, while it will im- 
pose an onerous tax on the Government. I cannot, 
therefore, see any necessity for its adoption. | 
should really like to know what lawyer, who 
knows his business, would send papers to judges 
without paying the postage. If any should, sir, 
I expect the judges of the Supreme Court would 
do what judges in some of the States do—refuse 
to receive documents on which the postage 1s not 

aid. It will be no privilege, then, given to the 


judge if we adopt this amendment, for the papers 


sent to him by lawyers are prepaid by the person 
sending them, and the arsount paid is an item In 
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count charged to the chent. The judge has 


the 


nothing to do but to exercise his judicial functions 
when the papers reach him, and he sends them 


tack to the lawyer from w bom he received them, 
waving the lawyer, on behalt of the client, to pay 
the postage on delivery. I repeat, therefore, sir, 
1. unless you extend the franking privilege to 
the justices ‘as a personal privilege, this amend- 
ment will afford them no advantage; but, on the 
contrary, it will be a privilege to parties litigant 
alone, and will enakle them to send through the 
free of postage &@ mass Ot papers, armongst 
which will be some of the heaviest documents 
that it conveys, except perhaps some of the pub- 
lic documents published by Congress. Pass this 
amendment—extend to litigants this privilege— 
aad you will have packages containing briefs, 
pleadiigs, injunctions, testimony, and every oth r 
paper which is requisite in the prosecution ol legal 
business by private individuals transmitted over 
the country at the public expense. I see no reason, 
then, why we should give the privilege to the 
iudges of the Supreme Court to receive mail mat- 
‘ter free of postage, unless it shall be extended 
to their private correspondence, and I shall vote 
against the amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, my ob- 
iect has been accomplished. 1 would have inter- 
yupted the gentleman who has just taken his seat 
by doing what I now intend to do, but that I 
wished to hear his views on this subject. I desired 
to see how far the weaker branch of this Govern- 
ment was to go to the wall, when it was compared 
with the strength of the executive departments. 
In relation to reforms, in coynection with the sub- 
jects which have been here Lancet 4 I intend to 
go as far as he who goes the farthest; and now, to 
test the sincerity of gentlemen, I will submit an 
amendment which will furnish a test vote as to the 
extent to which gentlemen are willing to go in re- 
forming the abuses of the franking privilege. I 
can see no difference between the judicial and the 
executive departments of this Government; but 
yet | see that many around me appear determined 
that the executive departments shall receive and 
send communications free of postage, while the 
judicial shall not be permitted to send or receive 
communications without paying for them, even 
though it be a tax on the private purse of the 
juages. * 

But, sir, gentlemen are mistaken. They argue 
as if nothing but injunctions were applied for and 
transmitted by the judges. In this respect gentle- 
men areinerror. ‘The judges have much busi- 
ness of a public character to transact; there is 
much criminal business to occupy their attention, 
with which individuals, simpiy as individuals, 


ui 


mail 


have nothing to do, for it is business which inter- | 


ests and concerns the whole community. But let 
that pass."My object has been accomplished. Sir, 
I withdraw my amendment, and I will now give 
you an amendment which I think will be a test, 
on which Lt hope the Senate will give me the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Mr. President, the gen- 
tleman cannot withdraw his amendment without 
the consent of the Senate, the yeas and nays having 
been ordered thereon. 

Consent was given, and the amendment was 
withdrawn, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I now 
move to strike out the words “ sent or’’ from the 
sixth and seventh lines. If that amendment be 
agreed to, that part of the section will read as 
follows: 

That all letters and packages, not weighing over one 
ounce, [sent or] received by the Vice President of the Uni- 
ied States, the Secretary of the Senate, the Senators and 
members of the House of Representatives, and delegates 
from Territories of the Congress of the United States, and 
the Clerk of the House ot Representatives during the session 
of Congress, shall ve paid trom the coutingent fund of the 
two Houses of Congress,” &c. 

If that amendment shall prevail, I shall then 
move to strike out the words *‘ sent or’’ from the 
eighteenth line, so as to amend that portion of the 
section which now stands thus: 

“That ail letters and packages relating to official business 
of any of the executive departments of the Goverument, 
sent or received by the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the 
Navy, the Postinaster General, the Attorney General, or by 
the heads of the bureaus of said departments, shall be con- 
veyed free of postage, being certified on the envelope to be 
oficial communications by any of the executive officers 
aloresaid,’? &c. 


The section, as 1 propose to amend it, will allow 


| charges. 
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the officers therein mentioned to receive communi- 
cations on Glictal b 
it will throw the | 
fail. carrylg out 


gentlemen have so eloquet 


' . } 
usiess, and in other respects 


urden wirere it oug ht of right to 


lt Wilt be the princime which 
tly advocated in 
a reform which | 


. ] ' 
carried out. 


taeir 
speeches, and secure am very 
anXlous to see . 

In regard to the first amendment which I have 
suggested, permit me to will be only 
depriving ourst lves ( f the privile r¢ of Se ndin , our 
correspundence tree of postage to those with whom 
we correspond. | 


> sme 
say, that 1 


shail be very willing, sir, if it 
be the pleasure of Congress so to amend the bi 
to pay for my own private corre 


shlic o . 
puoitc core spond Hee 


l, 
spondence. Our 
, US Oenatol , 
atives, ought, | think, to be free. 
allowed to receive all! that rel 


s and Represent- 

We should be 
ites to the business of 
our station and the public interest, free of postage; 
but 1 cannot see any reason why we should be 
privileged to correspond with our families and 
friends exempt from an expense which all other 
la 
this respect we should not secure for ourselves a 
privilege which the community at large does not 
enjoy. ' 

‘Mr. President, I have suffered more in my pub- 
lic character in refereuce to this franking privilege 
than anything else. It has been made the basis of 
communications by which members of Congress 
have been charged with knowingly, willfully vio- 
lating the law. I have nothing to say in vindica- 
tion or exculpation of members of Congress, nor 
would I vindicate or exculpate myself from those 


ciuuzens of this country are required to bear. 


Sir, l scorn them, come from whence 
they may. Butitis high time that members of 
Congress should so amend the law of the land that 
such charges cannot be made against them. I am 
tired, sir, of hearing such imputations on the honor 
of Senators and Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and 1 hope by abolishing the privilege 
we shall leave no foundation for such imputations. 
I fear them, sir, as little as most men; but they are 
disagreeable, nevertheless, and I do not like to see 
them, whether they are made in public newspa- 
pers or in oificial communications trom high places 
in this Government. It is not to our honor, sir, to 
leave any, even the shadow of a foundation for a 
charge that members of Congress violate tie law 
of the land by defrauding the Post Office Depart- 
ment of its just revenue; and hence I wish the 
privilege which we enjoy abrogated, and that we 
shall be placed, in reterence to our private corre- 
spondence, on an equality with all other persons. 
If this amendment shall prevail, we shall have made 
an advance step towards the attainment of that de- 
sirable end. We shall have accomplished some- 
thing, sir. We shall thereby say to the community 
at large, If you correspond with us on matters per- 
taining to our public duties, send your communi- 
cations, for they will cost nothing; but if you 
correspond with us in relation to private affairs, we 
must pay postage on such correspondence like 
others, Sir, the effect will be salutary, and L hope 
the Senate will give the amendment its sanction. | 
ask for the yeas and nays thereon. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FOOTE. Did the Senator from Kentucky 
intend us to understand that he would not have 
proposed the present amendment if his first one 
found favor in the Senate? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator has mis- 
understood me. I intended to say, and think Idid 
say, that I designed introducing the present amend- 
ment, whether the other one failed or not. 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, sir, lam glad to be cor- 
rected. I shail, then, only respond to a single re- 
mark of the honorable Senator, which struck me 
at the time of its utterance as containing a senti- 
ment not altogether as much entitled to approval 
as many things which are spoken by that Senator. 
He suggests, as an argument in support of his 
present amendment, that if adopted, it will save 
us from much of that calumnious reproach in con- 
nection with the exercise of the franking privilege 
to which we have been heretofore subject. I suppose 


| him to allude to the denunciations of the press. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will the Senator allow 
me to say a word? 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I did not speak of the 


press. The censure to which I referred was ina 


communication from the Post Office Department 
received here some years ago. 
document if necessary. 


I can produce the 
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Mr. FOOTE. I certainly understood the Sen- 
ator ag employing language much more general 
than that which he now uses. But Lam sausfied 
with his explanation, and will proceed. 

The Senator sull urges us to vote for his amend- 
ment in order to avoid decrial. Well, sir, having 
never been influenced for a single instant of time 
in my whole hfe by such a motive as the one sug- 
gested by him, [ must beg leave to decline voting 
for his amendment. If whilst a member of this 
body I can satisfy my own conscience, secure the 
approval of my own honored constituents, and 
avoid giving just olfence to the virtuous and patri- 
ole portion of my countrymen, I shall care very 
little what men in office or men not in office—what 
editors or mercenary seribblers of slander for cor- 
rupt newspapers—may say of me. [expect not 
calumny. Llhave never been able to es- 
desire to escape it, My self- 
esteem would be indeed most d: eply mortified were 
the wicked, the mercenary, the fie tious, the un- 
principled of this world to praise me. 

‘Though the humblest of the members here, it 
will be admitted by all who hear me that 1 have 
been more denounced, beslandered, and ridiculed 
than all the Senate besides 
nate, | could scarcely merit all the reproaches cast 
upon me. But will any man say he has heard me 
complain of it? Lias it at any ume appeared that 
I dreaded detriment from such atrocious assail- 
mo? Will any one assert that he his seen me 
angry, or cast down, or at all ruffled by all the 
ruflianly Nonsense that certain maudlin seribblers 
have caused to be published against me? Have | 
departed to the right or to the left from the path 
of Democratic rectitude in consequence of such 
assailment? ‘The dread of unde- 
served censure should never find entrance in this 
Chamber. I know that there is such a thing aga 
virtuous man living down decrial, however skill- 
fully it may have been devised; and in this country 
a public man who does not feel assured that he will 
have it in his power to meet and put down calum- 
niators, sooner or later, however fiercely and thick- 
ly they may be arrayed against him, has none of 
that inspiring confidence in the sound sense and 
perfect justice of his countrymen, without which 
public duties ean never be cheerfully performed, 
ior public honors legitimately acquired. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have but a 
word to say in regard to this bill. I rise for the 
purpose of inquiring of the committee, whether in 
the modifications they have made of the old laws, 
the idea not only of reducing the postage, but of 
exacting prepayment of letters in all cases, has 
come under their consideration? Now, if this 
plan would answer our purpose, we would get nd 
of a great many difficulties. I know there are 
some objections to it, but | would say, for one, 
that | would most cheerfully and willingly give u 
the right of franking, provided you will bring wit 
it the obligation to prepay letters; and I would 
take upon myself, as one of the members of Con- 
eress, the duty of prepaying any letters which | 
might write in return to letters received, and would 
think myself doing wellatthat. Ido not consider, 
after all that is said upon the subject of franking, 
that this privilege secured’to members of Congress 
is an equivalent for the labor it brings with it. 
None whatever; and, for one, | would be glad to get 
rid of it: only let it pass out of my bands upon 
terms reciprocal in their character, and let letters 
be prepaid in all cases. This arrangement would 
not perhaps be applicable to newspapers and peri- 
odicals, but there is no serious difficulty m the 
way of prepaying letters. Let letters be prepaid 
in all instances, afid members would get rid of a 
most inconvenient burden imposed upon them by 
unnecessary correspondence. At any rate, corre- 
spondence carried on under such a system as I 
suggest, would bring upon the writers the burden 
of paying postage, which I think would do away 
with it almost entirely. , 

This plan brings with it another consideration. 
You are rid of all credits with the Post Office 
Department; rid of keeping a large quantity of ac- 
count books, and money matters will settle them- 
selves as they go along—for the Government 
realizes, ordinarily, in the transportation of the 
mails the revenue which is anticipated. It will 
also clear us of a large portion of the dead-letter 
office, and of the accumulated letters that lie there, 
transported without any compensation whatever. 
Now, I desire to know whether the committee has 
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cape it. 


Were La fiend incar- 
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: : ; wane 
investigated this subject, and whether they have 
found to this proposed provision insuperage Ob- 
jection? 1 do not speak with great conhdence 


upon this point, nor after at tt examination we 
this bill, Which Im ly be maducea to port, out 
it seems to me that a strong recommencatvion 10 
favor of my proposition is, that 4t wul do away 


with the franking privil 
Mr. WESTCOYrT. 


{ am certainly, Myr. Pres- 
ident, very hiehly eratified With the opimions €x- 


pre assed by the vtor trom Nlassachusetts upon 
this su sot. They are the only opin that I 
have he rd unon the question witha whi h | heart- 
ily accord, and which I think, if carried inio ellect, 
would be to the benefit of the puolic in every re- 
ape t. | believe, sir, if you establish the s 5 Ste o 
of prepayment of letters in all cases, you would 


re tri 1 of all the trash of which so vast an amount 
accumulates ¢ very year in the General Post Oniice 
ealled dead letters; and also of a heavy expense 
in tne wav of hire for clerks to sovt such letters. 
Prepayment of letters would a »> ado away almo: 


t 
enurely Wilh the tra ny correspondence which at 
, 


preseiit has to be pail for by th person receiving 
it. [de not avree with the Senator that the trank- 
me privileve should be entirely done vay ith 


[ think that the lettera of members relatung to the 
nected in 
any way with their official duties, shouid go free. 


business atluirs of the nation, and 


But In respect to the pu I mn ntofl a velers l 
Bincerely hope the Senator from MassachuStcs 
will introduce an amendment to that ettect. 


Mr. NILES. The system proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts would make the pre- 
th art of the 


payment of letters compulsory on 


writers of such letter This is one objection to 


the adoption of such a plan. Again, 1t wouid sub- 
ject such persons as wished to drop setters into the 
post ofiice, after it was closed during t nigot, or 


atits advertised hours, ottentimes to great incon- 
venience and delay, so that the 
lose a mai ; and thus be pi miuctive perians ot 
great detriment to them. 


y would prob ib 


oS 


The committee have 
thought that doubling the postage upon letters not 
yrepaid in advance would be compulsion enough. 
By this Bystem, propose d by the committee, the 
public have the privilege of paying less price if 
they pay postage injadvance for letters; and the 
double postage charged on letters not prepaid is 
surely compulsory enough. 

With regard to the question of the abolition or 
modification of the franking privilege, I would be 
much gratified if the Senator from Kentucky would 
withdiaw his amendment relating to it. It will 
oniy embarrass the bill, as there is as much diver- 
sity of opinion upon the abolition or modification 
of that priv ileve as there are Senators on this lioor; 
and it would be more subservient of the public 
interest if the bill as now prepared should be acted 
upon prior to the titroduction of this disputed 
question. 

‘The Senator from Connecticut then withdrew 
his amendment, and the further consideration of 
the bill, upon bis motion, was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, January 17, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. COLLINS asked leave at this time to pre- 
’ . , . ‘ 
sent certain jot resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of New York, in relation toslave ry in the 
Térritories of New Mexico ane California, and to 
the slave trade in the District of ( Olum bia. 
And Mr. C. asked that they might be read. 


No objection having been made, the resolutions 
were read, and are as follows: 

STATE OF NEW YORK—CONCURRENT RESO- 
LUTIONS. 

Whereas the people of the state of New Mexico have peti- 
tioned Congress for the establishinent of a territorial govern- 
macut Winch shall protect them against Wie institunon of 
domesuc slavery while they remaia a Territory of the Uuited 
States, and have also petitionedCongress for protection against 
the unfounded clatms of the State of Texas to a large portion 
Ol thetr territory lying east of the Rio Grande; and whereas 
it Would be unjust to the people of New Mexico and Cali 
fornia, aud revolting to the spirit of the age, to permit do 
mestic slavery—an institution from which they are now 
free—t be duced among them; and whereas since the 
aequisinon of New Mexico by the United States, the peaple 
thereot have a rizht to expect the protection of the General 
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Government, and should be secured in the full possession 
And enjoyment Of their territory: therefore, 

Resolved, (it tae Assembly concur,) ‘That our Senators in 
Congress be uistructed, andour Representatives in Congress 
be requested, to use their best eilorts lo procure the passage 
of laws tor the establishment of governiments for the terri- 
tory acquired by tie late treaty of peace With Mexico; and 
that by such laws involuntary servitude, except for crime, 
be exaciuded trom such territories, 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the territory 
lying between the Nueces and Rio Grande, and that portion 

~w Mexivo lying east of the Rio Grande, are the com- 
mon property of the United States; and that our Senators 


in Congress be instructed, and Gur Representatives in Con- |! 


cress be requested, to use their best cfforts to preserve ihe 
time as such Common property, and protect it trom the un- 
ounded claims of the State of Texas, and prohibit the ex- 
tension over itof the laws of ‘Texas or the insutuuon of 
dumivestic slavery. 
Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the existence of 
ious for Ube coniinement, and warts forthe sale of slaves, 
ith it of the National Government, is viewed by this 
Legislature with deep regret and mortification; and that 
such prisuns and matts ought forthwith to be abolished. 
Resolved, (it the Assembiy coneur,) ‘That our Senators in 
Congress be instructed, and our Representatives in Congress 
be requested, tO use tieir strenuous eliurts to procure the 
passage of a law that shall protect siaves from ubjust im 
prisonment, and shall effeciuaily put an end to the slave 


wade in the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, Gf the Assembly concur,) That the Governor 
be requested to forward Copies of the foregoing resolutions 
to cach of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 


by oder of the Senate: 
\. H. CALHOUN, Clerk of Senate. 
IN ASSEMBLY, January 6, 1849. 


Resolved, Tiat the Assembly do concur in the above res- 
olaiion 


iby order: PHILANDER B. PRINDLE, Clerk. 
And, on motion of Mr. C., they were laid onthe 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


LOUISIANA SWAMP LANDS. 


Mr. HARMANSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the ELouse to introduce a resolution provi- 
ding that the bill to aid the State of Louisiana in 
reclaiming swamp lands therein, should be made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow week, 
and for every subsequent day until disposed of. 


Mr. ROOW objected, he said, to any special or- | 


ders until the territorial bills should have been 


made 80, 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. FRIES asked leave to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Le ul resolved ly the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Slaies in Congress assembled, ‘That the revenue 
laws of the United States be, and they are hereby, extended 


over the Verriiones of Upper Calitornia aud New Mexico, 


jand of the ‘Territories atoresaid, shall constitute a collection 
district. And a port of entry shail be established at San 
Francisco, and a collector of customs shall be appointed by 


tue President, by and with the advice aud consent of the 
Senate, to reside at such port of entry; and the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to establish within 
the ‘Terniories aforesaid such ports of delivery, not exceed- 
ing tree in Dumber, as be may decin expedient, and may 
apport, by and with the consent of the Senate, surveyors 
to reside Licieat 


Objected to. 
MEXICAN CLAIMS. 


Mr. MEADE rose and said, that he understood 
that the Committee on Foreign Affairs had charge 
of the subject of Mexican claims. He desired to 

1 
le was prepared to make a report? 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, (chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs,) inquired of the 
Speaker if that committee had been cailed ? 

‘The SPEAKER. This moment called. 
BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN UNITED STATES 
AND MEXICO. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Aflairs, to whom was referred 
the bill from the Senate entitled ** An act to pro- 
vide for carrying into effect the fifth article of the 
treaty between the United States and the Mexican 
Republic for establishing the boundary line be- 
tween them,’’ reported the same back to the House, 
with an amendment; which bill and amendment 


were left upon the Speaker’s table, and ordered to 


be printed. 

‘ihe bill having been read by its title— 

Mir. SMITH said it did not contain an appro- 
priation, and he supposed, therefore, that it was 
not necessary to commit the bil] to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

‘The SPEAKER said no—the bill was upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

wir. SMITH said he preferred that it should 
remain there, and that it be taken up after the bill 
and amendment should have been printed. 


ask of the chairman of that committee whether | 
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The bill (having been ordered, with the amend. 
ment, to be printed) takes its place on the Speaker's 
table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL inquired if that bij) had 
any reference to the subject of Mexican claims : : 
Mr. SMITH said it had not. 

MEXICAN CLAIMS. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, also, from the 
same committee, to which was referred the bill 
trom the Senate entitled “An act to carry into 
effect certain stipulations of the treaty between the 
United States of America an the Republic of 
Mexico, of the second day of February, 1848.7 
reported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. SMITH moved that the bill and amend. 
ment be printed, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked a division of 
the question. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to present 
with a view to have printed, a certain amendment. 
which he proposed to offer as a substitute for the 
bill at the proper time, 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to in- 
quire whether the present bill, like that which 
had preceded it, contained an appropriation; and 
whether, therefore, it was not necessary that it 
should be committed ? 

Mr. SMITH said the bill did contain an appro- 
priauion, 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said he very much feared 
that if the bill was sent to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, it would searcely 
be reached during the present session. He hoped, 
therefore, that the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs would propose some particular 
day on which the bill should be taken up. He 
repeated his fear, that unless something of the kind 
was done, the bill would not be reached during the 
present session. 

Mr. SMITH (referring to the proposition of Mr, 
J. R. Incersoit to print an amendment, which 
he proposed to offer as a substitute for the bill) 
said that a proposition of great importance to 
some of the claimants, as he (Mr. S.) understood, 
was involved in that amendment, and he thought, 
therefore, that it was entirely right that it should 
be printed with the bill, so that it might be fairly 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER said that if no objection was 
made, the bill, with the amendment, would be 
printed. 

No objection having been made, the bill was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and, with the amendment, was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired of the Chair whether 
it would be in order for him to move that the bill 
be made the special order—say for Monday or 
Tuesday of next week? . 

The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
received by unanimous consent. 

Mr. ROOT objected. 

So the motion was not received. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Edward 
L. Young, and of various citizens of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, Virginia, praying Congress to pass 
an act for the relief of the said Young, for losses 
sustained in the public service; which petition was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. STANTON, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Charles Colburn, 
for allowance of arrearages to the end of the ume 
of his enlistment, as yeoman on board of the Uni- 
ted States ship Ohio; which petition was laid on 
the table. 


Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made a report upon the petition 
of Salsy Darby, of Randolph county, in the State 
of Georgia, accompanied by a bill (No. 723) for 
her relief. 

Mr. COCKE said that he would ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to put this bill upon 
its passage; and if he could get their attention, he 
would detain the House but a moment. * ‘The pe- 
titioner was the widow of Richard Darby, who 
was a soldier of the Revolution, and at the time of 
his death was upon the roll of revolutionary pen- 
sions. The marriage occurred in 1784, and the 
widow is now between one hundred and one and 
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hundred and two years of age. 
would therefore perceive, that unless speedy 
ver was given, according to the laws of nature, 
ea be too late. The only difficulty in the 
ee as he learned, before the Comm@sioner of 
Pensions, WAS, that the marriage was not satisfac- 
wry proved, But at this late day it would be 
almost impossible to obtain in any similar case 
esum@ny more conclusive on this point than is 
presented. He hoped the House would pass 





one 
House 


here 


the bill. : ; 
The bill having been then ordered to a third 
reading, Was read a third time and passed. 


Mr. SIDNEY LAWRENCE, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse 
reports upon the petitions of Henry Bullman and 
John Booystrom, and of the ciuzens of Essex 
inty, in the State of Massachusetts, praying for 
the benefits of the pension laws; which were laid 
upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUMMINS, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports upon the peutions of Mary 
Woods, widow of Hugh Woods, and Margaret 
Kerr; which were laid upon the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, it was 


Ordered, Tharthe Committce on Revolutionary Pensions 
be dischargad trom the further consideration of the petivon 
oftie heirs of Lieutenant Daniel Starr; and that it be referred 
w the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- 
charged from the further considerauon of the petitions of 
Samuel Cooper, Joseph Williams, jr., Joseph Farrar, Lo- 
renzo Poelzal, and John English; and that they be laid upon 
the table. | 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, made a report upon the petition of | 
Charles Wilson, accompanied by a bill (No. 724) 
for his relief; which was read twice, and ordered || 
to be engrossed and read athird time. The bill 
being engrossed, was read a third time and passed, 
and sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr. WILEY, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, made a report upon the petition of B. 
0. Payne, accompanied by a bill (No. 725) for his | 
relief; which bill was read twice and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House, made the order | 
of the day for to-morrow, and the bill and report | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILEY subsequently moved to reconsider 
the vote whereby the said bill was referred to the 


col 


Committee of the Whole House, so that it might || 


now be put upon its passage. 
He remarked that this case was a very merito- | 
rious one, and that the committee were.ot opinion 
that the peutioner was entitled to immediate relief. 
{t appeared that he had lost the thumb from the 
right hand, and the middle finger of the right hand, 
aid that the left fore-arm had been so shattered as 
to render it entirely useless. He presumed there 
would be no objection, and hoped the bill might | 
uow be permitted to pass. 
Mr. PETTIT wanted to know what grade of | 
officer it was that was described as an “ ordnance 
oilicer or agent of the Government,”’ (the terms | 
used in the bill.) He was opposed to the bill. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, opposed acting 


upon the bill out of its regular order, and said it |: 


should be referred to the Committee of the Whole | 


House, to take its proper place upon the private | 
calendar. 


Mr. WENTWORTH considered the claim | 
meritorious, and was ready to vote for its passage 
now. And he wished to call the attention of in- 
dividuals who had claims upon the Government, 
and the attention of the country, to the fact, that 
there were a class of gentlemen in this House who 
uniformly opposed every application that was made 
lo take up, out of order, a bill for the relief of the 
poor soldier or other claimant upon the Govern- 
ment, and insisted that they should go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House; and then, when the | 
House were regularly upon the private calendar, | 
Fridays and Saturdays, those same gentlemen 


would sit here and object to bill after bill, and | 
ns action upon them, and after a short session 


reak up the House in a ‘‘ row,’’ for the purpose 
of avoiding the expenditure of pitiful sams which 
Were justly due to individuals, while they sat here 
quietly other days in the week and saw thousands 


and millions voted away without raising an objec- | 


ton. He re eated, he called the attention of the 
country to this system of defeating action upon 


_ THE 


‘ 
} 


private bills. For himself, he was a friend of the 
soldier, and he was willing to sit here ail day, and 
ail night loo, lo do justice in these cases ot 1udi- 
vidual clams, and to take them up in their reguiar 
order. But this bill being before the House » tie 
was ready to vote for it now. He would not, he 
dared not, object to it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said, he presumed that this 
soldier could receive a pension under exisung laws. 
He had no doubt the House was much ovliged to 
the gentleman from Illinois for the casugation he 
had inflicted upon them, and that they would profit 
by it. “He moved to lay on the table the mouon 
to reconsider. 

‘The motion was agreed to—ayes 70, noes 54. 

On motion of Mr. WILEY, the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of George Cas- 
sady and Johu Forest, for pensions; and they were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAM T. LAWRENCE, from the 
Committee on lnvalid Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the petitions of Sally R. Johnson and Ta- 
bitha Wilder, made adverse reports thereon; which 
were laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. WM. T. LAWRENCE, 
leave was granted to the heirs of Dr. Louis Wolt- 
ley to withdraw papers from the files of the House, 
referring to a petition lor a pension. 


On mouon of Mr. WM. 'T. LAWRENCE, 


; the Committee on Lnvalid Pensions were discharged 


from the further consideration of the pettuon of 
Mrs. C. H. Johnson, widow of Captain Hezekiah 
Johnson, late of the United States army, praying 
for a pension; the peution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WM. ‘Tl’. LAWRENCE, the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petiuions of 
Daniel Bringman and Daniel Palmer, each praying 
for an increase of pension; and said peuuons were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. ECKERT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made au adverse report on the peution 
of Charles C. Cragilt; which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged trom the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Walliam 
Field, clerk of the United States district court for 
the district of Arkansas, praying remuneration for 
services in making an abstract of all bankrupt cases 
which had been or were pending before said court, 
in compliance with an order from the Secretary ot 
State of the United States; and said peution was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. HUDSON, the Committee 
of Ways and Means were discharged trom the 
further consideration of the resoiuuion of the House 
of the 21st of December uiuimo, directing said com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of reporung 
a bill to authorize a committee of Congress to make 
an annual examination of all the accounts, vouch- 
ers, and warrants paid at the Treasury Depart- 
ment; and it was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. ROCK WELL, of. Connecti- 
cut, the Committee on Claims were discharged 
from the further considerauon of the memorials 


'| of David G. Bates, Thomas Jenkins, and Moses 


Meeker, praying for the refunding to them the 
amount of rents paid the United States for lead 
mined and smelted on certain Indian lands; and 
said memorial was laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee on Claims, reported a bill (No. 726) 
for the relief of ‘Begbie Wiseman, of Glasgow, 
Scotland, accompanied by a report in writing; 
which was read twice and committed, and, with 

| the report, ordered to be printed. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Robert Roberts, 
which had been recommitted with instructions 
‘to indicate the fund out of which’’ the claim of 
said Roberts * shall be paid,’’ with an amendment. 
After some explanations, the bill and amendment 
were committed. 

Mr. HILLIARD, from the select committee, 


consisting of the representatives from the State of | 


Alabama, to whom was referred the bill to amend 
an act regulating the district courts of the United 
States for the State of Alabama, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. 

The said bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, and 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

Mr. VINTON said, that at this period of the 
session, certainly not more than half of the morning 
hour should be consumed on a private bill on pub- 
he bill day. He moved that the House resvive 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. HUNT was understood to request Mr. 
Vinton to withdraw his motion, (for what purpose 
the reporter could not learn.) 

In answer to an inquiry ‘as to the order of 
business to-morrow, if the House should now go 
into committee— 

‘The SPEAKER stated that the business in order 
would be the report of the Committee on Printing, 
in relation to the report on the harbor of Buffalo. 

Mr. MEADE asked Mr. Vinton to withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. VINTON said, if he did se, it was proba- 
ble that the entire day would be consumed. The 
committee had already spent more than a wee k, 
he believed, on the general appropriation bill, and 
had not yet disposed of the first item of it. He 
must, therefore, persist in his motion, 

And the question was taken thereon, and de- 
cided in the aflirmative. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Sairn, of Indiana, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of 
June, 1850. 

ry 4 ° 

The pending question was on the amendment 
heretofore offered by Mr. Morse (to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Embree) adding one dollar on every 
twenty miles of travel after the first one hundred 
miles. ° 

And the question being takeff thereon, the 
amendment was rejected. 

Che question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Empree— 

_ Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
it as follows: 

That hereafter, instead of mileage, Senators and Kepre- 
sentatives shall receive no more than their actual and neces- 
sary traveling eXpenses in coming to and returning trom the 
sittings of Congress at each session, and they shall be enti- 
tled to receive eight dollars per day for each day’s attend- 
ance On Congress, computing the time from the day they 
leave home until the day they return, respectively: Provided, 
That no more than twenty-one days shall be allowed wo avy 
one memnber in coming tos and a hke number in returning 
from Congress, unless such member shall actually be de- 
tained onthe road by sickness, in which case he shall be 
entitled to receive eight dollars for each day’s actual deten- 
tion as aforesaid. 


Mr. BROWN, in explanation, said that he had 
offered this amendment in perfect good faith. It 
was a proposition carrying out the views which 
he had expressed the other day. If this matter 
of mileage was to be equalized, this, in his judg- 
ment, was the mode by which the object should 
be accomplished; let the actual traveling expenses 
of the member be paid. And now a word to his 
friend from New York, [Mr. Mureuy,] who had 
made some remarks in reply to him yesterday. 
He (Mr. B.) proposed to meet the gentleman on 
his own ground. 

The gentleman had said that mileage constituted 
no part of the compensation allowed to members. 
If this was so—if 1t was intended only to defray 
the traveling expenses of members, then he (Mr. 
B.) proposed to pay those expenses, and nothing 
more. He was not willing to pay members by the 
nearest post route, because that was impracticable. 
Nineteen-twentieths of the nearest post routes 
were merely horse mails. Were gentlemen to 
be compelled to travel by those routes? Or did 
gentlemen wish to see members on mules, trotting 
along together to this Capitol? 

A: word to his particular and special friend from 
New York, [Mr. Gneevey.] Members thought 
that there was a great difference between him (Mr. 
B.) and the gentleman in relation to mileage. ‘That 
was a mistake. There was scarcely any. When 
he (Mr. B.) spoke of long mileage, he meant no 
harm; and when the gentleman spoke of short 
mileage, he did not mean any good. Cornpare the 
two, and they would be found to approach very 
close to each other. 

What was the amendment which he had offered ? 
It proposed to pay to each member his actual 
traveling expenses to and from the seat of Gevern- 
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ment, and to fine him $8 a day for each day he 
was absent; but it limited the time that should be 
allowed for traveling to twenty-one days going 
and returning, onless detained by sickness, In 
which event he should receive $0 for each day he 
was so detained. The limitation as to the time 
was inserted for the purpose of preventing impo- 
sitions, as no more than twenty-one days could 

the journey. ‘That was 
as much time as could be employed. He did not 
mean that the twenty-one days should be paid for 
if they were not actually spent, but that the time 
paid for hould not in any case exceed that num- 
ber of days. If this was not putting members on 
an equal tooting, he declared that he did not know 
what would place them so. It was his candid 


be employed in making 


Opinion that the compensation of members of Con- 
pre was too small. Although he was not aman 
of fortune, yet this was a matter of as little con 
Requence Co him as to any other member. bh 
was able to get along with it, as others were. If 


the compensation of 88 per day was deemed satis- 
factory to other members, he also was satisfied. 
The amendment he had proposed would, be yond 
all controversy, place members on an equal foot- 
ing. He, for one, was willing to vote for it. But 
he was not willing to vote in favor of pretended 
to be paid by th 
by which imposition could 
again be practised, as it had been practised hereto- 
fore. He had received his compensation by the 
usual traveled route. 


reforms, or for proposition 


nearest post routes, 


He was entitled by law to 
He believed that the law was just; but if 
it wasec ymplait ed that it was unjust, he would ¢o 


ilo so, 


for an alteration. If other members could get 
alone for 84 aday, he was sure he could do so, 
if eentlemen chose to have members serve fo: 
pothine, as in the British House of Commons, 


they could no daubt find men willing to do it, and 


éven to pay a premium for the privilegé of serving 
the public. If they let out the Presidency to the 
lowest bidder, they would find many ready to 
than 825 000; and he 
thought he could name men who would willingly 
pay YOO 000 for it. ie 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. GREELEY rose to inquire whether twenty- 
one days would be a sufficient time in all cases. 

Mr. BROWN. A member can come here in 
twenty-one days from any part of the United 
State ms 


accept the office for les 


‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Brown, and the vote stood ayes 42, noes 
76. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SCHENCK now moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Emsree, by striking out the 
entire proviso, and substituting the amendment he 
(Mr. 8.) had prepared yesterday, i. e. allowing 
ten cents a mile for travel by the usual post route, 
and $2,500 a year to each Senator and member ot 
the Hlouse, in lieu of their present per diem. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he thought, from the in- 
dications that he had seen, that the committee was 
approaching some ground on which all might 
meet. He hoped that the proposition he offered 
might serve as a basis of union on this subject 
of mileage, so as to effect a compromise upon 
all points of difference. ‘There was a desire to 
equalize elf... 

Mr. ROOT desired to inquire whether the gen- 
tlemian meant that a member should only be paid 
for that part of the year during which Congress 
wie in session? If so, in a short session of three 
months, the pay would be but a littl over some 
six hundred dollars. 

Mr. SCHENCK said not. If any gentleman 
died, resigned, or should be translated to the ex- 
ecutive departments, or otherwise disposed of, he 
should be allowed for the time that he was in office 
as a member of Congress, and not for the year. 
The words **at the rate of’? might be struck out 
if gentlemen pleased. 

tie was not particularly in favor of the sum of 
$2,500. It appeared. to him, for the reasons he 
had stated yesterday, that this was about a reason- 
able sum. But if gentlemen preferred $2,000, let 
that amount be fixed. ‘I'wenty-five hundred or 
two thousand dollars would not be very far short 
of the average pay and compensation as they then 
existed. Although he did not think that this 
amount would increase the cost to the Govern- 
ment, yet other considerations which he suggested 
in part yesterday, would, he thought, make it a 


measure of just economy, even if it should in- 
crease the amounta litde. It would shorten the 
sessions, and would be the means of effecting other 
reforms which could not be accomplished under 
the present sysem. 

‘The proposition which had been offered by the 
gentleman from Indiana, and which had been sus- 
tained by other members, proposing to charge by 
the shortest mail route, made the matter better 
than it was before, but did not equalize the pay, 
and did not therefore remedy the evil. The prop 
osition of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] approached the object somewhat nearer; 
but he (Mr. 8.) had objections to that plan. In 
the case of sickness, for instance, members were 
to receive eight dollars a day for every day they 
were detained on the road. Members of Con- 
gress might be falling sick, and be detained prob- 
ably the whole summer; and we might trace them 
all along the line of road, like the soldiers of Na- 
pole on’s army on the march to Moscow. 

‘Lhe hammer fell. 

Mr. GREELEY called to order. It was not in 
order, he satd, to retlect upon members of Con- 
rress, 
Mr. STROHM inquired if it was in order to 
move an amendment to the amendment? 

‘The CHAIRMAN said not. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Semenek, and decided in the negative: 
ayes 43, nocs 76. 


Do the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. LAHM moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out all after the word ‘ provided,”’ 
and inserung a provision dispensing with the pres- 
ent allowance of mileage to members of Congress, 
and substituting, in leu thereof, acompensauon of 
p10 per day for every day necessarily consumed in 
traveling back and forth between their respective 
residences and the seat of Government, calculating 
the ume so consumed upon the nearest post route, 
provided that no member be paid for more than 
filly days’ travel. 

le remarked, that although he had taken no 
part In the previous discussions on the subject of 
mmleage, and had offered no amendment until now, 
he had long since been sausiied that the present 
law on the subject of mileage was exceedingly 
improper and exceedingly uuequal. He thought 
that fact had been forcibly demonstrated some 
Gays since by the honorable gentleman from In- 
diana, { Mr. Empree,| and also conclusively shown 
yesterday by the gentleman from New York, [Mir. 
Muerpny. | 

He proposed not to change the per diem com- 
pensation, but to dispense with that provision of 
the law which was almost universally acknowl- 
edged here to be wrong. His amendment pro- 
vided that, in liew of the mileage now received, 
every member should receive $10 for every day 
necessarily consumed in traveling to and from the 
seat of Government at each session of Congress. 
Now, letthem take, for example, the case of the 
gentleman trom Louisiana, [Mr. Morse.) The 
gentieman had told the House yesterday that it 
took him some twenty-live days to travel from his 
residence to this city; that he now received $2,000 


| the public business. 


mileage, and the travel cost him about 9100. Who | 


would not admit that that was imprope rand un- 
equal? The gentleman would receive, under his 
proposition, 9250 for each way, or $500 for each 
session of Congress; his mileage both ways cost 
him 9200; and he would save $300 over and above 
his expenses. Lie would pay the gentleman from 
Louisiana this amount, and every other gentleman 
in the same proporuon, for the reason that he 
thought those gentemen who resided at great 
distances, who could not hear from or reach their 
families as gentlemen who lived nearercould, ought 
to have some additional compensation. He (Mr. 
L.) could reach his residence in four days from 
this city; his mileage was about $40; it cost him 
$20 or $25; sull he had a little left over and above 
those gentlemen whose residences were nearer the 
seat of Government. 

‘The amendment to the amendment was lost. 

Mr. BOWLILN, remarking that he had a propo- 
sition which he thought would satisfy all partes, 
moved to amend the amendment as follows: 


Suike out all after the word * provided,” and 


iInsert— 


‘That the mileage shall be hereafter to Senators and mem- 
bers of Congress at the rate of ten cents per mile upon the 
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and members of Congress shall be as follows - 
thirty days, eight dollars per day; forthe seco. 
seven dollars per day; for the third thirty d ‘ys, siy 

per day ; for tie fourth thirty days, five dolar ee te 
the tifth thirty days, four doltars perdayv: fort e ‘ a 
day~, three @llais per day; for the seventh thirty ao 
duilars per day; aud for ali time beyond tar 
day. And if any weuiber iwabsent on auy d 
siou, he shali forfeit eight dollars for every dav «. 

to he charged by the Sergeant-at-arms,and « tied try 
account; and the Clerk shall eaeh day Turhish the = 
atarms 4 list of the ab-entees of the prec eding da 
Sergeant-at-arnms shall eh: such member's acy : sat 
the eight dollars, and sedle it accordingly. Rut io 
member is absent on account of sickness, he kee 
leved from such forfeiture upon the atlidavits 
poysician that he was unable to attend. 


The amendment to the amendment was reiected 

Mr. VENABLE moved to amend the atid 
ment, by adding a provision that no mem a of 
Congress should receive his daily compensat 
when absent from the House, unless he 
tained from his seat by sickness, 

As a good many of the amendments ( 
marked) which had been offered did not anpear 
on their face to be of a serious characte r, he w a Id 
state that the proposition which he made was « 
practical one, intended to remedy flagrant 
During the last session, a number of ventlemen 
had been absent fiom the Hall, engaged in elec. 
ioneering, in attending their courtsgand transact. 
ing private business. When thus absent, it was not 
just or proper that they should Teceive their com. 
pensation, while other gentlemen were here doine 
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abuse, 


This was a grievance which could readily be 
corrected, Ele wanted this principle, which he 
proposed as a remedy, ingrafted upon the legisla. 
ion of the country. With regard to the matter of 
mileage, he cared very little about that; but it was 
clearly right, that when members of Coneress were 
absent atiending to their private business, prac- 
ising law, &c., they ought not to receive their pay 
as members of Congress. . 

Mr. BOWLIN suggested to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, that be modify his amendment, 
by providing further that the Clerk be required to 
certify to the Sergeant-at-arms the absences of mem- 
bers, that the deductions might be made from their 
accounts. 

Mr. VENABLE accepted the suggestion, and 
modified lis amegdment accordingly. 

He further modified his amendment, at the sug- 
gesuon of Mr. McKay, so as to provide that the 
deduction should not be made in case of absence 
under order of the House, upon public business, or 
with the leave of the House. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Venasie’s 
modified amendment to the amendment, and uno 
quorum voted, 

The CHAIRMAN directed the roll to be called: 
which having been done— 

The committee rose and reported the names of 
the absentees to the House. A quorum (1S0 
members) having appeared— 

‘The committee resumed its session. 

The question was again taken on Mr. Venasie’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was agreed 
to. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, offered the fol- 


‘lowing amendment: 


The imileage of Senators and Representatives in Congress 
shall hereafter be computed by a direct line from the resi- 
dence of each Senator and Representative to Wasiington 
city; and the distanee, in every case, shall be determined 
by the topographer of the Post Office Departiuent, under 
the direction ot the Postmaster General, and communicated 
to the Vice President of the United States and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives within fifteen days after 
the meeting of each Congress. 

Mr. B. explained. He said he regarded this as 
the next best proposition to that which he had 
first offered, and which the committee had rejected. 
It required that mileage should be computed by a 
direct route. He was making a serious and earn- 
est effort to settle this question, and he hoped the 
amendment would be voted on in good faith. 
When he was cut off in his first explanation, he 
was about to say that he thought members of Con- 


| gress and other public officers should be allow ed 


' receiving pay to fill them. 


Newest mail route; and the per diem pay of said Senators || 


the highest compensation which was consistent 
with the public interests. He did not think that 
public offices should be farmed out. A seat upon 
this floor might be sold for $500, instead of men 
but all the offices, ex- 


ecutive, legislative, or judicial, he thought, should 
be filled with reference to the best talents and the 
highest qualifications; and the mode of accom- 
plishing that object was not by reducing the sala- 
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He referred to the course which had been 
jin the young Republic of France, where 
of compensation were allowed, and 
7 ch the members were not at liberty to refuse. 
Ti tnation, in its infancy, had seen@pith disgust 
» demagoging that thgye would be before the 
a ole by those who were willing to offer to serve 
‘vom for less. He referred, also, to the only case 
he had ever known of an attempt to bid for an 
“aice, It was the case of a member of the Legis- 
Lure of his State, who offered himself as a can- 
juate for the office of police justice. ‘The com- 
nensation was $4 per day, but he said he would 
‘opve for nothing. He got only a very few votes, 
because an intelligent people spurned his offer. 
4 intelligent people, and especially a republican 
neaple, were always ready to compensate men 
according to their services, because they perceived 
that they could thus direct towards these offices 
the aspirations of the best and ablest men in the 
country. 
The hammer fell. 
Mr. VINTON said, he would move to strike out 
from the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippiy (Mr. Brown,] the words ‘ by a direct 


ik 


line. 
The CHARMAN said, the amendment was not 
now in order. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
of Mr. Brown was rejected, 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that to make another test, 
he would move the amendment he had heretofore 
offered, and would fix the compensation at $2,000. 
He would ask the Clerk to read his amendinent in 
that shape. 

And the amendment (the same as heretofore 
eiven with the modification of the sum) having 
been again read— 

Mr. SCHENCK said, he apprehended that the 
committee was quite tired of this subject of mile- 

ce; but he was determined, if possible, to ascer- 
tain whether there was sincerity on the part of the 
majority of the members of the committee tn the 
desire they had expressed to equalize the pay of 
members. 

Mr. EMBREE rose to a point of order. He 
submitted that the gentleman had offered the same 
amendment two or three times over, proposing 
various amounts of compensation; but they were 
ail tle same proposiuon, ' 

Mr. SCHENCK apprehended, he said, that 
there was a substantial diilerence between twenty- 
five hundred dollars and two thousand. If so, the 
amendment was different. He thought the gentle- 
man would himself appreciate the disunction, 

Mr. RUMSEY suggested that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] should otler an amend- 
meut in blank, so as to let the committee insert 
aby sum they might think proper. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that that was precisely 
what he had wished to do yesterday. He did not 

then fill up the sum, but left it to the discretion of 


a majority of the committee. ‘he committee, | 


however, rejected the proposition. Ee could not 
iow offer itin that shape. For his own part, he 
Was not particular as to the sum. His object, as 
he had stated, was to ascertain the sincerity, feel- 
lig himself sincere, of the majority of the com- 
mittee, or of the whole of the members, in respect 
to the equalization of the pay. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Empree] had 
offered an amendment. His (Mr. 8.’s) proposition 
was intended as a substitute for that. If that gen- 
tleman’s amendment should be adopted, he (Mr. 8.) 
wished it understood by the people, and especially 
by the people of Indiana, that it did not equalize 
the pay. it was good so far as it went, but, he 
repeated, it did not equalize the pay. 

If two thousand dollars were adopted as the 
aggregate compensation of all the members of Con- 
gress, it would not be. as much as it was now. 
Two thousand dollars, he found, was a little less 
than the average compensation now received. 


The great difficulty which he apprehended to 


exist in regard to his amendment arose from the 


fear that it would not be popular. And, in this | 


connection, he referred to a proposition of a simi- 
lar character which had been introduced many 
years ago, and to the failure in the reélection of 
many of those who voted for it. For his own 
part, he was confident in the opinion that if this 
matter was fairly explained to the people, we 


might caleulate on their good sense to sustain it. | 


There was a much more complete understanding 
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amd intercourse maintained between the people 
and their Representatives than there was thirty 
years ago, by means of public newspapers at d 
otherwise. ae 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. VINTON suid that the amendment of his 
colleacue [Mr. Scuenck]| was a substitute, as he 
(Mr. V.) understood, for the pending amendment. 
Was it in order for him to move to amend the 
original proposition before the motion was taken 
on the subsutute? 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the aflirmative. 

Mr. VINTON then moved to strike out from 
the original amendment the words “nearest rout 
and insert “usual mail route.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion has been 
made. 

Mr. VINTON. Then, for the purpose | have 
in view, | move to strike out ** nearest mail route,”’ 
and insert ** longest.’’ 

Mr. MEADE rose to a point of order. He 
understood that there was another amendment be- 
fore the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN said, the proposition of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinron] was an amend- 
ment to the original proposition. "hhe amendment 
of the other gentleman from Ohio |{[Mr. Scuenck | 
proposed to strike out, and insert a subsutute. Lt 
was always in order to perfect a proposition be- 


* 
? 


} 
fore taking the question on striking it out. 


And the quesuon being on the amendment of 
Mr. Vinton— 

Mr. VINTON said, he need not say that he was 
not in favor of his own proposition. But he had 
risen for the purpose of making an appeal to the 
committee, and that was the only object he had in 
view ii) Oficring the amendment. 

He had long been of opinton that, in the aggre- 
gate, the members of this flouse did not receive 
a greater compensauon than they ought to re- 
celve 

Mr. MEADE here interposed, and appealed 
form the decision of the Chair deciding Mr. VIN- 
TON’s amendment to be in order. 

Mr. VINiON. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ap- 
peal? 

Mr. MEADE said he did. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question will then be, 
‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. MEADE said he wished to state his point 
of order. 

‘The CHAIRMAN said he understood it, and 
would again state it to the committee, (which was 
accordiigly dune.) ‘The object of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] was 
to perfect the original proposiuion, not to strike it 
out. 

‘The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, without a division. 

So it was decided that the decision of the Chair- 
man should stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee. 

And the amendment of Mr. Vinron being thus 
before the commmittee— 

Mr. VINTON proceeded with his remarks. As 
he had already stated, (he satd,) he bad not risen 
for the purpose of debating this proposition, but te 
implore the committee, if possible, to bring this 
debate to an end. He believed that this House 
had first gone into committee on this bill on the 
9th of January. ‘he House had been in com- 
mittee upon it, he believed, five days, and yet the 
first item had not yet been passed upon. 

Without going into any discdssion on the ques- 
tion of mileage, one thing he thought he might, 
from long experience here, say, and that was, that 
there was no gentleman here who seriously be- 
lieved that there was to be any change in the sys- 
tem. That being the case, it appeared to him, 
that if gentlemen consulted public economy and 
the necessities of the public business, they would 
see that there was every reason to stop this debate 
at once, and to proceed to vote. He proposed, 
that upon this item the committee should adopt 

| the rule which, until the last session, always had 
been adopted afier debate had been closed, and 
that was, lo vole upon propositions that might be 
offered without debate. If gentlemen desired to 
offer amendments, let them do so; and, if desira- 
ble, let them be adopted. But he begged to say, 








‘| that this matter of mileage was regulated by a law | 


which had been passed more than thirty years 
ago. ‘This bill was not the place for it—eertainiy 


ys 

at all events, the first Item was not so. If it was 

put in here at all, it should be by adding a see- 

uon tothe end of the bill. If this proposition was 
t 


put into at, the result im the end would be, that 
within twenty-four or forty-eight hours of the 
close of the session, this House would find itself 
brought to this pomt: that on the one hand, it 
must recede from the amendment, or, on the other, 
the bill must be lost, and a special session must be 
called for the purpose of making the appropriations 
necessary for the support of the Government, 
This was just the issue to which the matter would 
come. ‘That being the case, and looking to the 
fact that five days had already been spent upon 
the bill and nothmg been done, he thought that if 
gentlemen wished to brine forward these propost- 
uuons, which would amount to nothing, the debate 
upon them should at least be stopped, 

Mr. V. then withdrew his amendme nt, 

Mr. MEADE moved an amendment striking 
out trom the orizinal proposition all after the word 
* provided,”? and inserting a provision that no 
member should receive more than fifleeen hundred 
dollars mileage for one session, and that no con- 
structive mileage should be allowed. 

Mr. ( ‘OLL \ VIER was understood to sugerest to 
Mr. Meave to add the words * nor le 
hundred.”’ 

Mr. MEADE declined so to modify. 

Mr. M. said that it was not necessary to diseuss 
thisamendment. It must be evident to all that it 
would diminish the € xpenuses of Congress very ma- 
terially. im ; 

iis chief object in rising was to bring to the no- 
tice of the Housea subject to which its attention had 
already been turned some days ago. Mr. M. then 
referred to the article in the * ‘I'ribune,’’ which 
had set him down as having received more mileage 
than he was entitled to receive. Instead of having 
received more than he was entitled to, he had (ine 
said) received less. Instead of charging for one 
hundred and fifty miles, he should have charged 
for one hundred and fifty-three miles. ‘he een- 
tleman had put him down at one hundred and forty. 
He (Mr. M.) had looked at the Post Office Register 
to ascertain the distance, and be found it was one 
hundred and fifty-three miles, according to the 
computation there. Ele presumed, however, that 
the gentleman did not intend to do him any in- 
justice. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed and said, the gen- 
tleman could not discuss that question. He was 
merely ented to explain his amendment. 

Mr. MEADE said he was merely about to ob- 
serve that he did not believe that the gentleman 
intended to make any inisrepresentauion In respect 
to his, (Mr. M.’s) mileage. He had no doubt that 
the old track had mis!ed the gentleman. He (Mr. 
M.) merely desired to correct the matter before his 
constituents. 

The amendment he now offered was one which 
he thought would recommend itself to the favor- 
able consideration of members. He believed that 
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars was ample for 
any gentieman coming from any distance to the 
seat of government. ‘This, in addition to the eight 
dollars per day, would be a compensation fair and 
adequate to members from a distance, especially 
when they reflected that, aftera short session, there 
was an interval of nine montha which gentlemen 
could devote to their profession or business, and 
the returns of which they would add to their pay. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Meave 
was then taken, and decided im the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

‘The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the mouon of Mr. Scnenck, to strike out the pro- 
viso from Mr. Empree’s amendment; and (by 
ayes 67, noes 57) it was decided in the affirmative. 

So that part of the amendment of Mr. Scuenck 
was agreed to. 

‘The question recurring on Mr. Scuenck’s sub- 
stitute amendment to the amendment was taken, 
and the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment as amended was declared to be 
agreed to. 

“Mr. GREELEY moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by reducing the annual compensation from 
$2,000 to $1,500. 

‘The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


3S than five 


| order. 


ra 


" 





‘4 
cea) oF 

BF | 1 
i : 

i 8) 
% ¥ 
« { 
. 


ms xe: 


J Toes . 


OBS ny yt 


EL ae ae emma meme aia ee ee ee 
; ; Pree Baltes ME ey Pe ag toe 
t SSE Seah SMBS ai 
PLY RC MRR rR 


eae on ease 


i 

a 

re 

Pe 2 gi 
he 
# 

i = 

; fs 
*y 





; 
ie 
iE 
B i 


=a 


—- 





GAGS FRE 


Tape 









bd 


i PRE PS 


ese 


a 


(The matter was thus settled, by providing that, 
in lieu of the mileage and per diem at present al- 
lowed to members of Congress, there should be 
allowed ten cents per mile on the usual mail routes 
between the respective residences of members of 
Congress and the seat of Government, and a com- 
pensation of 92,000 pei annum. } 

“he item tor purchase of books for the Li- 
brary of Congress, $1,000, having been read— 

Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out the item, 

He remarked, that there was an item above of 
$5,000 for books of a ge neral nature, and there 
was no necessity of $1,000 more for law books. 
If the appropriation were retained, he should move 
to add 91,000 for agricultural works. 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment, to add, 
after the item appropriating for the First Auditor’s 
ollice, a proviso that the pay or compensation of 
said officer should not exceed the sum of $2,500. 

The amendment was rejected, 

SECOND AUDITOR'S OFFICE. 

The item appropriating for the Second Auditor’s 
office being under consideration— 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, moved an amend- 
ment appropriating for additional clerks in the said 
olfice, at a salary not exceeding 91,000 per annum, 

20,000, 

At the last session of Congress (he said) it 
would be recollected by the members of this 
Liouse, that they had made a provision for an 
additional clerical force in the office of the Second 
Auditor, At a subsequent period of that session 
he had learned, that instead of the number of 
clerks in that office having been increased, it had 
actually been decreased three; and now the business 
of the office was some twelve, fourteen, or fifteen 
months behind. ‘There was a preferred class of 
claims there—those for the benefit of the widows 
of soldiers—and even that cjass was as far behind 
as May, 1848. Undoubtedly, every gentleman 
here knew that il Was al present almost impossible 
to get any business transacted at that office—an 
office at which the widows and children and 
heirs of those who had been killed in the service 
of the country made their applications for back 
pay due their fathers, sons, and brothers who had 
thus fallen. ‘This, small pittance was withheld 
from these persons, because Congress refused to 
give this oflice a sufficient clerical force to audit 
these claims. 

it was a case which every gentleman could see 
and appreciate, and he thought gentlemen would 
vote to increase this clerical torce, if they did not 
wish an indetinile postponement of these numerous 
but small claims—claims for whose early adjust 
ment and settlement it was their imperious duty 
to make provision. ‘The ofhice was now twelve 
months in arrears of its business, and with the 
present clerical force, it was running behind even 
in its current business, 

Mr. HARALSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by increasing the sum to $21,000. 

He said he understood that that office partic- 
ularly was really gettuung behind further and fur- 
ther every day, and was noteven keeping up with 
its current business, as had been remarked by the 
gentleman from Tennessee. Not one solitary claim 
which had been presented to that office during the 
present session of Congress had received attention 
there at all, owing to the fact that it was so far in 
arrears in its business. Who were the claimants 
who ordinarily came before that office? As had 
becn remarked, they were the widows and children 
of deceased soldiers, claiming the arrearages which 
were due to those who had fallen in the defence 
of their country in a foreign land. If regulation 
was requisite or justifiable in favor of one class 
of people in preterence to another, it was in favor 
of these very claimants, whose claims were adjusted 
in that office. 

He trusted that the amendment would be made, 
and that the additional clerical force would be 

given, in order that these meritorious claims might 
receive prompt attention and adjustment. It would 
save members of Congress the trouble of answer- 
ing numerous letters. He himself had presented 
the claims of his constituents which had remained 
there some weeks without being acted upon, and 
he had received letters inquiring the reason, to 
which he had been obliged to reply that they were 
not reached on account of the press of business. 
A great deal of time was also taken up at the office 
in answering these letters. 


THE 


An appropriation of $20,000, or even $40,000, if 
it was necessary, Was a small consideration when 
compared with the great urgency of the claims 
that were now pressing upon that office, and the 
manifold and grievous injustice that was done the 
claimants by compelling them to wait month after 
month for their adjudicauon. 

He trusted the amendment would be adopted. 
He supposed the appropriation of $20,000 would 
be sufhcient, therefore he withdrew his amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. NICOLL (speaking upon a pro formaamend- 
ment) said he had no disposition to quarrel with 
the general opinion of this House, with regard to 
the great delays which oceurred in this office, in 
the adjudication of meritorious claims; but at the 
same ume, he wished to inquire, if gentlemen 
knew that these delays were owing to the want of 
a sufficient number of clerks. He trusted that 
before the House took any decided action, they 
would make proper inquiry, and see whether there 
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Was not now a sufficient number ot clerks to do | 


the duties which were required of them. This 


proposition (if it were necessary) ought to come | 


from a committee, and not be put into a general 


appropriation bill in this loose way. Lf he mistook |, 


not, Congress had passed a law at the last sessiou 
to give a large number of additional clerks to this 
office. 

[Severat Voices. ‘They were temporary, and 
are not now coutinued. | 

Gentlemen around him (said Mr. N.) said they 
were temporary clerks. He kuew not whether 
this was the fact, but at any rate, he thought the 
House should have the recommendation of a com- 
mittee before they made this appropriauon. He 
deprecated as much as any gentleman could, any 
delay of thesé claims, but he thoaght the matter 
should be properly considered before the House 
acted upon it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he would like to know, 


either from the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. | 


Jones] orof the gentleman from New York, |Mr. 
Nicox.,| what was the present number of clerks 
in the Second Auditor’s office ? 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, said he could not 


tell how many there were, but he knew the busi- | 


ness was not done. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he thought there ought 
to be a small increase; he would therefore move to 
strike out $20,000 and insert $10,000. If there 
were ten additional clerks he thought they would 
be able to do the business. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of— 

Mr. CROZIER, who renewed it, and said he 
agreed perfectly with his colleague, [Mr. Jongs,] 
and the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Harat- 
SON,] with reference to the fact of the delay of 
business in this office. 
torious to every man in this House, that the busi- 
ness of the Second Auditor’s office was not done 
as expediuously and promptly as it should be 
done. But the question was, what should be the 
remedy? When the additional number of clerks 
had been given to that oilice, at the last session, 


He presumed it was no- | 


he had opposed it, not upon the ground that he did | 


not know that some additional clerks were neces- 


sary, but because he wanted an examination, and | 
that it should be ascertained how many were ne- | 
cessary; and that this House should have some | 
guarantee, if the power was given to this officer to | 
appoint additional clerks, that they should be | 
faithful, capable men—capable of transacting the | 


business. 


Now, his opinion was, (and he was sorry to be 
obliged to state it,) from his own observation with 


reference to the bureau of the Second Auditor, that | 


the reason why the business of that office was not 
transacted was because the head of the bureau was 
notoriously incapable of attending to the business, 
and because he appointed clerks who were incompe- 


tent to discharge theirduties. Now, while theclaims | 


were of a most meritorious character, and should | 


be promptly attended to, he presumed it was noto- | 
rious to gentlemen here that this officer, instead of | 
attending to them, had been engaged in election- | 


eering during the last canvass, and in presiding 
over political meetings. 


this officer totally incapable of filling the station in 
which he was; and that he did not attend to the 
business of the office. Before he voted, therefore, 
for additional clerks, he wanted a resolution intro- 


So far as his observation | 
went, he must say—and he was glad to have the || 
opportunity to say to the country—that he believed | 








duced inquiring into the subject, and he had | 
wailing two weeks to get in a resolution {oy th 
purpose. —_ 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, interposed, and a 


quired if the gentleman from Tennessee had 


een 


. . ever 

seen or knOwn of this officer presiding over q pe 
° : : a po- 

litical meeting in office Murs? If he had, let jy, 1 


state it, and he would go with the gentle 
of his head. . 

Mr. CROZIER said he did nor consider ; 
Important to make an issue with the gente 
this point. 

Mr. HARALSON (Mr. Crozier yielding for 
explanation) said,a new Administration was about 
to come in; and if the present incumbent was a 
inefticient officer, he wouid be ousted; but whoever 
came in, and however efficient be might be he 
(Mr. H.) wanted him to have sufficient clerical aid 
lo bring up these claims. 

Mr. CROZIER replied that he did also; and jf 
it were shown that this was necessary he would 
vote it, even if a hundred or a thousand additional 
clerks were necessary. But he did not believe ,. 
he did not believe this was the cause why the 
business was not transacted there; therefore he 
was opposed to the appropriation. 

‘The amendment to the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
amend the amendment by reducing the amount to 

2,000, and subsequently to §2U0. 

He stated, that during the last session of Con- 
gress, under the direetion of a resolution of the 
House, the Committee on Claims had made an 
examination into the condition of the Second Au- 
ditor’s oflice—an application having been made by 
the Second Auditor for an increased number of 
clerks, ‘The committee, at that time, had become 
satisfied that there should be an increase, and jad 
accordingly recommended au increase of tweuty- 
six clerks. He uraced the action of Congress at 
| the last session upon the subject, resulting (as he 
said) in authorizing twenty-two or twenty-three 
clerks addiuonal to the number which had pre- 
viously been employed in that bureau. LHe under- 
stood the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to say that the amount reported in this 
bill for this office was the amount esumated for by 
the department. Under these circumstances, it 
appeared to him that there should not be an iu- 
crease until tt was “shown to be absolutely neces- 
sary. ‘The twenty-two or twenty-three clerks 
authorized at the last session (he added) were 
provided for in the bril. 

The amendment of Mr. Rockwe i was rejected. 

Mr THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
amend the amendment, by increasing the amount 
to $30,000. 

He said he believed, with gentlemen who had 
spoken, that the business of this office was in 
arrears. He knew that a good many claims had 
been presented to that office at the lust session of 
Congress which had not yet been acied on. He 
very much regretted this delay; but he desired 
to know from the gentleman trom Connecticul, 
whether those twenty-three clerks which were 
added at the last session of Congress were sul 
employed in that bureau ? 

’ Mr. ROCKWELL was understood to reply 
that he had no doubt they were still employed. 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired if they were not 
made temporary clerks? and when the approprti- 
ation run out, if their term of service did nol ex- 
pire? 

Mr. ROCKWELL replied, that all he could 
say was, that he had understood, from the chair- 
man of the Commitice of Ways and Means, that 
‘all the clerks now employed in the bureau of the 
Second Auditor were appropriated for in this bill. 

Mr. VINTON (Mr. ‘I. yielding for explanauion 
on this point) referred the gentieman to the estl- 
mates accompanying the bill, and read therefrom, 
showing that $21,270 were included in the item 
for this office, which provided for twenty-two addi- 
uonal clerks employed at the last session. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, the number that thus 
appeared to be employed seemed to him sufficient; 
yet he regretted to say that the business was not 
done. He could not, however, vole to increase 
the number until he had more light on the subject. 

He withdrew his amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. HENLEY renewed it. He said there were 
but two questions which needed to be answer 
‘relative to this subject: first, was the force sufli- 
, cient? and, second, if it were sufficient,.was it now 
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there properly discharging its duties? He believed 
the force was not sufficient. Any gentleman could 
form an idea of how immense increase there must 
been in the business of the office, when he 
reflected that from a peace establishment of 6,000 
soldiers, our army had been raised to 100,000 sol- 
jiers in the field; and with this large increase, the 
number of clerks In this office mad been increased 
only by these 22 or 23 clerks. He did not know 
what proportion of these soldiers had business 
with this office, but he knew the increase of busi- 
ness there must be ina much greater ratio than 
that of 23 clerks compared with the number pre- 
viously employed. So any gentleman could judge 
that the clerical force in that office was not sufficient. 

At the last session he had voted for an increase 
of the number of clerks in this office, because he 
wanted all those meritorious persons who had busi- 
ness with it, to have their business promptly at- 
tended to; and, further, because he did not want 
the Democratic party (of which he was an humble 
member) responsible for not promptly attending to 
the business of the poor soldier. Gentlemen on 
the other side of the House were soon coming 
inw power, and the matter should be disposed of 
pretty much as they saw fit, as upon them would 
rest the responsibility of transacting the business. 
He was of the opinion, however, that the clerical 
force in this office should be increased. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Crozier} 
had said that this officer had presided over polit- 
ical meetings. He (Mr. H.) thought he had done 
so upon one occasion in the night ume. But did 
that gentleman mean to say that this fact would 
disqualify a public officer for the performance of 
his duties? Surely no gentleman would undertake 
to make such a declaration. Bit, in opposition to 
what the gentleman from ‘Tennessee had said, he 
(Mr. H.) believed this officer to be a most faithful, 
efficient public officer. He had shown himself to 
be so by the diligence with which he had attended 


have 


to his duties. He believed that neither the gentle- | 


man from Tennessee nor any other gentleman 
could say, that during office hours, this offiger had 
not been at his post attending to the discharge of 
hisdaties, He had been as uniformly there as 
any other officer, and, in his (Mr. H.’s) opinion, 
was an efficient public officer. He should vote 


for the additional increase; and he was not sure | 


that even that would be sufficient. 
not make this increase, there would be a general 
clamor all over the country. 

Mr. VINTON said, that before this question 
was acted upon, he would like to inquire of the 
gentieman who made the motion, whether this 
increase had been recommended by the depart- 
ments, or from any other quarter? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he would an- 
swer the gentleman by saying, that he (Mr. J.) 
knew of no such recommendation. It was upon 
hisown knowledge of the state of the business of 
the office; and here gentlemen rose 

The CHAIRMAN interposed and said, debate 
was not in order. ° 

Mr. JONES said, he merely wished to state a 
fact. Gentlemen said that nothing must be appro- 
piiated without a recommendation; and then, 
when a recommendation was made, it was said 
that Congress legislated under the dictation of Ex- 
ecutive officers. a 
Mr. HENLEY said, he believed that there was 
such a recommendation, but for how much, he did 
not know. 


derstood to say) of an appropriation of $20,000. 





Mr. ROOT moved to strike out $20,000, and 


insert $1,000. 


to be checked, it was the practice which had grown 


up of laying hold of these general appropriation bills | 


and making them omnibuses for all sorts of truck 


which could not be got in by any other mode. | 


Ever since he had been a member of this body, the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill had been 
used as a sort of catch-all for every reform, hum- 
bug or real—whether it was a reformation or not. 
Every project, no matter what, if it could only be 
got into this bill, was bound to go. Any one who 
could see the effect of these movements, and who 
would consider well what the result of them must 
be, ought, he thought, to vote against them as out 
of place here. There were many things which as 


independent propositions he would be willing to 
Support, which were out of place here, and against 
which, therefore, he must give his vote. 





If they did | 
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As to increasing this force, what did this House 
know about it? How many members knew any- 
thing of the number of clerks that were already 
employed? Where did information come 
from? Some gentleman had stated that he had 
made application for some matter, and that the 
business had not been attended to in time, there- 
fore this appropriation was to be made. Let 
everything be put into this bill that was proper, 
and let everything that was wrong be ke pt out of 
it. Let everything that required legi€lation as an 
independent subject be kept out of this bill. It 
had no right there. 

Mr. R. then withdrew his motion. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, it was taken 
and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. LAHM moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. VINTON suggested that, now that the 
session had advanced so far, the committee should 
not rise until four o’clock; otherwise it would be 
impossible to get through the business. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative: ayes 66, noes 76. 

So the committee refused to rise, 

Mr. HENLEY moved an amendment, making 
an appropriation for certain items for the Patent 
Office, &c. 

Mr. VINTON was understood to suggest, that 
the proper place for this appropriation would be 
under the ** miscellaneous” head. 

Mr. HENLEY said he thought not. 

Mr. VINTON said the part of the bill under 
consideration contained appropriations for the 
clerks and officers in the different departments. 

Mr. HENLEY said it was a mere matter of 
taste. He had, however, no objection to waivé 
his motion for the present. 

So the amendment was temporarily withdrawn. 


his 


The item for compensation of the Register of 
the Treasury being under consideration— 

Mr. VINTON, under instructions, he said, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, offered an 
amendment increasing the amount so as to pro- 
vide for placing a clerk, therein named, on the 
footing of a permanent clerk. This officer (Mr. 
V. said) had, he understood, been employed in the 
‘Treasury Department for some twelve years, and 
had been engaged in the discharge of duties there. 
He held in his hand a recommendation from the 
head of thé department, asking that the clerk might 
be put on a permanent footing. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The following item being under consideration: 

“For compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the recorder, draughtsman, assistant 
draughtsman, clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, and 


packers, in his office, ninety-two thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-eight dollars and seventy-five cents.” 


Mr. CUMMINS moved to amend it by striking | 


out $92,788 75, and inserting $93,288 75, and au- 
thorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 


| Office to advance the salary of one clerk in the 


He was himself in favor (he was un- | 


Military Bounty Land room from $1,300 to $1,500, 
and one other from $1,000 to $1,300. 

Mr. CUMMINS, in explanation, said that this 
recommendation came from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, who was acquainted with 
all the subdivisions in his office, and their wants, 
with the duties devolving upon each clerk, and the 
manner in which he discharged his duty. The 
Military Bounty Land room had in possession 
and custody the titles of all the military bounty 


: | lands in the United States—more land, perhaps, 
He said that if there was any abuse which ought || 


than any other one room. The titles of these 


lands were unsettled; many of them in dispute and 


litigation. Daily calls were made upon that room 
for exemplifications of patents, copies of old war- 
rants, and other necessary information. Its cor- 
respondence was very great on the subject of these 
old land titles. He (Mr. C.) was credibly in- 
formed, that within a few months past, some fif- 
teen hundred letters have been written and recorded 
in that office. The business of the following old 
land districts was mainly transacted in that room: 

1. The United States military district for revo- 
lutionary bounty lands, a district of fifty miles 
square. 

2. The Virginia military district of 400,000 of 


acres. 


3. The refugee lands. These still are in Ohio. 


4. The three bounty land districts of the bounty | 


285 


lands of the war of 18]2, embracing 600,000 of 
acres; 200,000 of this last district are in Hlinois, 
200,000 in Missourt, and 200,000 in Arkansas. 
Locations were yet being made in some of these 
old districts. A very large proportion of these 
lands were located and owned by non-residents. 
Large quantities of them hed been sold for taxes, 
squatted upon, and otherwise encumbered, and 
were now and havesbeen in litigation. This made 
the duties of that room very considerable in an- 
swering calls and correspondence. Prior to the 
Mexican war, this room was not so laborious a 
position as some of the other rooms in the Land 
Office, and the force employed in it, and the pay of 
clerks, were graduated and reduced accordingly. 
The labors, responsibilities, and duties connected 
with the Mexican bounty lands had, toa large ex- 
tent, been necessarily thrown upon the clerks in 
that room, and had largely increased the responst- 
bilities and labors of the clerks, and, as the Com- 
missioner informed us, had increased the labor nearly 
three-fold. very land warrant issued was sent to 
that room—examined, registered, enveloped, and 
sent to its owner, accompanied with a letter. When 
these warrants were located, they were again re- 
turned to that room, and the correctness of the 
assignments upon them, and other matters con 
nected with their location, again examined; and 
then the patents were issued, recorded, and sent 
off. It was of high importance to the soldiers 
that this business should be correctly and promptly 
attended to. Thus far it had been so done. Four 
of the clerks in this room have worked in office 
hours and out of office hours to keep the business 
up. They had done so. They had been faithful, 
and I desire to pay them a fair compensation for 
their fidelity and labor, and no more. The labor was 
intrinsically worth more than the pay they now 
get. The clerks in other rooms, no more laborious 
or important, if as much so, receive salaries for 
their services as high as those I propose. 1 am 
opposed to high salaries without an equivalent 
returned in services rendered, but im favor of pay- 
ing a fair compensation for important services hon- 
estly, faithfully, and promptly rendered. This 
amendment proposed that payment, and no mere. 
Mr. TOOMBS (on a pro forma amendment) 
briefly opposed this system of increasing the sala- 
ries of office-holders. The compensation, he con- 
tended, was enough. He had no doubt that five 
hundred competent men could be procured in a 
week, to fill these very offices, at the compensa- 
tion now allowed. 
Mr. T. then withdrew his amendment. 
On motion of Mr. MORSE, the committee then 
| rose and reported. 
And the House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
| under the rule, and referred : 


By Mr. NICOLL: The petition of Charies A. Willetts, 
Edward Hutter, Washington Davis, William A. Barnett, 
William B. Hall, and of 229 others, residents of the city of 
New York, asking for reduced and uniform rates of postage, 
and for the abolishinent of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: Three several petitions from 
citizens of New York, for a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: Memorial of Thomas Chaney, mes- 
senger to the Clerk of the House, forextra work asa painter 
after the adiournmeni of the 34 session of the 25th Congress. 

By Mr. PALFREY : The petition of Pamela Child and 75 
others, of North Woodstock, Connecticut, praying Congress 
to prevent the extension of American slavery, to withdraw 
the protection of Government from the American slave 
trade, and to suppresg slavery wherever Congress has con- 
petent jurisdiction. Also, the petition of 8S. W. Guernsey 
and 547 others, of Charlestown, Massachusetts, praying Con- 
gress to prevent the extension of American slavery, to 
withdraw the protection of Government from the American 
slave trade, and to suppress slavery wherever Congress has 
competent jurisdiction. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 

| many citizens of Adams county, Pennsylvania, for a reduc- 
tion of postage, &e. Also, a petition from publishers of 
periodicais, on the subject of postage. Also, the petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, in favor of the construction by 
the United States of a national railroad from the Missouri 
| river to the Pacific Ocean. . 

By Mr. JENKINS: The petition of inhabitants of Oneida 
county, New York, for a railroad to the Pacifie Ocean, 

By Mr. GREELEY: The petition of R. G. Pardle, and 

| other citizens of Wayne county, New York, for a reduction 
of congressional mileage. Also, of Isaac F. Boogy and others, 
New York, for a reduction of postage. Also, of E. W. 

| Gibbs McNeil. and others, of New York, for the same. 
| By Mr. BEDINGER: The petition of Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richard McSherry. for compensation for extra ser- 

vices performed by him in Mexico during the late war. 
By Mr. THURSTON: The’ petition of J. H. Rouse, and 
thirty others, of Wickford, Rhode Island, for reduction of 


\) postage. 
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By Mr. JOLINSON, of Tens ee: The petition of Wash 
ingion Denham, a citizen of I nessee, praying Coug 
to grant him a bee ) 

Hy Mi. CLARK, of Maine Phe remonstrance of James 
i Joll, and thirty-nine others. citizens of Damariacotta, 
against a division of the Wal nro collection distnet 

iso, the petition of J. L. Emerson, and seventeen* others, 
eHizens of Muscle Midee Plantation, in favor of a new col- 
lection dretrict at Last Thomaston 


IN SENATE, 
TuurspDay, January 1s, 1849. 


Mr. YULEE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Florida, in favor of a maul route from 
Tampa to the settlements of Hitehapocksassa, Old 
Tampa, and Manateo, in Hilisborough county, in 
that State; whieh was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Reada.- 

Mr. YULEE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Florida, m favor of a mail route from 
Oulasta, Columbia county, to Gray’s Inn Ferry, 
Duval county, Florida: which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. Y'ULEER presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Florida, in favor of making compensation 
to John Tucker, for service ischaplain to a klori- 


da battalion. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Ge rela, prese ited A peti- 


pe 
tion of Martha Cox, widow of a revolutionary 
soldier, asking for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Penstons. 


Vir. MASON presented a petition from Francis 
G. Beatty and Samuel Walker, asking compensa- 
tion for Injuric s received at the Treasury building: 
in the year 1842; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claim 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a pe- 
tition from E. Baldwin, prayine for a return of 
duties paid hy himonae T0 of rum; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY T' rN, tne papers in the 
case of William Morrow, were withdrawn from 
the files. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ATILERTON, from the Committee on 
Finance, reported Flouse bill making appropria- 


tions for the current and contingent expenses of 


the Indian department, and for fullilling treaty stip- 
ulations with the Indian tribes, for the year 1500, 
without amendment. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petitions of the 
registers and receivers of the land olfices in Louisi- 
ana, Florida, Missouri, and Wisconsin, reported a 
bill to compensate the registers and receivers of the 
several land offices inthe United States; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was ordered that 
the communication from the Committee on Public 
Lands be printed with the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the petition of G. 
W. and P. E. Norton, asking payment of their 


claims against the late Republic of Texas, asked to 


be discharged from the further considerauon of the 
same; which was agreed to. 
NAVY REGISTER. 

A messave was received from the House of 
Representatives requesting the return of the joint 
resolution for the purchase of copies of the Gen- 
eral Navy Register and Laws. 

The message having been read— 

On motion of Mr. KING, the said joint resolu- 


tion was ordered to be returned to the House of 


Repre sentatives, 

The following bills were received fromthe House 
of Representatives: 

An act to amend an act regulating the district 
courts of the United States in the district of Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act for the relief of Charles Wilson; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

An act for the relief of Salsey Darby, of Ran- 
dolph county, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the communica- 
tion received yesterday from the Second Comp- 
troller and Second Auditor of the Treasury, in re 
Jation to the amount due to the Cherokee nation of 


Indians, was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 
ADVERSE REPORTS CONCURRED IN. 

‘The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, 
on the petiuon of E. B. Calkins and Co. was con- 
curred in. 

The adverse report of the Committee on Public 
Lands on the petition of Peter Whitmore Knaggs 
was concurred in. 

The adverse renort of the Committee on the 
Public Land8 on the petition of Peter Godfrey was 
concurred in. 

The report of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims on the petition of Joshua Hobden, recom- 
mending that the case be incorporated in the bil 
for the relief of James P. Sexton, was concurred 
in. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General report to the 
Senate, as soon as practicable, what contracts exist between 
the Government and individuals or companies for the trans 
tnission of the mail in steamers betweeu ports of the United 
States and ports of foreign couutries, When such contracts 
have been entered into, wiih whom, at what cost per an 
num in each case, and the profits per annum in each case 
ising to the Goveinment on the mail matter thus trans- 
mitted, 

Mr. YULEE. [I would suggest to the honorable 
Senator from Ohio whether the resoluuon will not 
require modification in order to accomplish the pur- 
nose he has in view. Many of the contracts to 
which the Sehator probably refers were made by 
the Secretary of the Navy, and the Postmaster 
General may not be able to give the required in- 
formation respecting them. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will amend the resolution by 
inserting *‘and the Secretary of the Navy.” 

‘The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following résolution, which was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to tiquire into the expediency of coufirming the 
claim ot James A. Seudday, of the State of Louisiana, to 
two certain tracts of lind in the said State, of 640 acres 
each, described in the documents accompanying Uiis reso- 
lution. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Cameron on the 10th August last, was taken up 
on his motion, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War he requested to com- 
municate to the Scnate any tuformation that may be within 
the knowledge of the departinent ia reterence to claims 
nade against tie Cherokees who are parties to the treaty of 
August 6, io46, especially against that portion of the nation 
called Old Setders, or Western Cherokees, for serviecs or 
any other wd and assistance rendered the said Cherokees, 
in the prosecution of their claim, which resulted in the treaty 
afterwards. tt such claims are based on written contracts, 
he is requested to state whether the contracts were made 
by the duly authorized representatives of the Cherokees, in 
their nutionel or aggregate capacity, for the benefit of those 
who are nade reeipents by the treaty in all moneys arising 
out of the settlement of their claims. Aud also whether, 
within the knowledze of the department, such contracts 
have been fully and faithfully complied with, as far as prae- 
ticable, by the other parties named in them. And that he 
will communicate the evidence upon which he bases his 
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opinion, with any paper in: possession of the department , 


showing the extent of the services rendered, and the char- 
acter of the claims thus made against the moneys whieh may 
be awarded under tie treaty of August 6, 1645. 


TERRITORY OF MINESOTA. 


Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill for the establish- 
ment of a ‘Territorial Government in the Territory 
of Minesota. 

Mr. JOMNSON, of Louisiana. I hope the 
gentleman will not insist upon that motion. This 
day has been assigned by special order for the 
consideration of private bills, many of which have 


been upon the calendar awaiting the action of the 


Senate ever since the early part of last session. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 will state to the Senator, 
that if we proceed with this bill and it should give 
rise to debate, | will agree to postpone it. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The consideration 
of private bills, in pursuance of the order of the 
Senate, is only to be entered upon at one o’clock. 

Mr. MASON, 
the Senator, when the hour for the consideration 
of private bills arrives, give way and allow his bill 
to be postponed ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the pending question being 


I wish to understand this. Will | 


Jan. 18, 


upon agreeing to the amendments reported by ‘ 


committee, : 
‘The amendments were concurred in. 
Mr. BUTLER. I do not know that | 
oppose the pill, but t take occasion to say, i ‘ 


perhaps may not be properly understood, ths: 
there will be embraced M the Territory of \{jj¢. 
sota about twentyethousand square acres of \, 
that was covered by the ordinance of 1783 
formed a part of what was commonly called the 
Northwest Territory, out of which five Sras, 
were to be created. The separation of this 
and the formation of an additional State, is. to my 
apprehension, not only a violation of good fay 
but a violation of the positive provisions of tha: 
ordinance. In saying this, however, | do oe 
desire to be understood as imputing blame to the 
chairman of the committee. This is unfortunately 
the state of things,and I do not know that there) 
any remedy for it now, at this late day: it ouch: 
to have been looked to at an earlier period. Woe 
have no longer any control over the matter, I 
rose merely to bring the fact to the recollection of 
the Senate that there is this large tract that I have 
mentioned, which formed a part of that embraced 
by the ordinance, that is now proposed to be 
included in the new Territory of Minesota. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would like 
to hear the bill read. 

The Secretary began to read the bill—— 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe it is not the purpose of 
the chairman of the committee to ask for any defi- 
nite action upon the bill at this time. I will not 
ask that the bill be read if he will suffer it, atier 
having been reported to the Senate, to be post- 
poned for the present. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have no objection that the 
bill, if any Senator desire it, should be postponed 
until to-morrow. It contains merely the usual 
provisions. : 

Mr. DAVIS. It is probable that I shall not op- 
pose the passage of the bill. 1 wish, however, that 
it should lie over ane day. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I desire to make an inquiry 


v1 
€ 4 


i 


ract 


' 


i 
' 


'in relation to one fact. There had been some 


amendments offered :®had they in any respect rela- 
tion to the judiciary ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; they had no relation 
to the judiciary. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The bill, as originally re- 
ported, | would suggest, provided for the organi- 
zation of a judiciary for this Territory, which 
appeared to me to be entirely unnecessary. [I un- 
derstand that the population of the Territory does 
not exceed seven thousand at the utmost; that 
there are not more than twelve hundred voters; 
and this population is located all in one section of 
the Territory. It appeared to me, when the bill 
was presented at the last session, that the judiciary 
proposed to be organized there was unnecessary— 
at least there was no present necessity for it—and 
that it would be better to leave it to be provided 
for hereafter, when the population, shall have con- 
siderably augmented. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The provision in relation to 
the judiciary, | will state, is precisely the same as 
that inserted in other territorial bills. There are 
to be three judges, who are to hold courts in three 
districts, the three together forming the superior 
court of the Territory. The objection which the 
Senator takes ts, 1 believe, that there is no neces- 
sity as yet for three judges. In reply to that, [ 


| will state, the population is very much scattered; 


and, besides, if there be not a necessity for three 
judges now, there certainly will be in the course 
of the summer. I do not know that it will be ob- 
ligatory on the President to appoint these judges 
at once, but I thought it better to make the bill 
perfect in regard to the judiciary, putting it upon 
the same footing as all other Territories. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I will say to the Senator 
that when the Territory of Florida was organized 
—a Territory containing a much greater area than 
that of Minesota, and containing a population of 
twenty-five thousand—we were allowed but two 
judges; and it was not until after the lapse of two 
or three years that we were allowed three judges; 
when a necessity manifested itself, Congress grant- 


ed an additional judge. Now, it strikes me that 


there is no necessity fer three judges for a popula- 
tion of six or seven thousand, and in acountry, too, 
where there is no admiralty jurisdiction, where 


| no admiralty cases arise, as was the case In Flori- 
| da. I certainly think that it will be best to restries 
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mber = the first place to two, and let them 
emented when it becomes necessary. 
we nroposition being assented to by the chair- 

he bill was so amended. Its further consider- 


was then postponed until to-morrow. 


ih 


e 


Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
‘tee of the Whole, House bill for the relief 
| Myerle; when, on motion, it was passed 


a 


Commi 
f Davit 

er informally. 
‘The Senate then: proceeded ta consider, as in 
i ittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of 
a P. Baldwin, owner of the Spanish brig Gil 
p 1° when— , 

Ur. WEST ‘OTT moved that it be passed over 
opmally; which was agreed to. : 


CLAIM OF CHOTEAU AND COMPANY. 

te then proceeded to the consideration 
e vill for the relief of Pierre Choteau, Jun., 
is, BORLAND. The other day, when this 
! was up for consideration, Lasked that it might 
; in order that | might have time to 
it a more examination: other Senators 
desired to examine it. Since then I have in- 
wed the bill with some care, and would 
iefly state to the Senate the reasons vhich wall 
ern my vote. The claim present ed in this bill, 
>2 it appears from the papers on re cord, occupies 

following position: Messrs. Choteau & Co 
been for many years, as traders with the In- 
engaged in furnishing them with various 
rticles, particularly the Shawnee tribe.- I think 
ris set forth in the narrative of Mr. Finley, the 
eneficiary of this bill, that the partner of Mr. 
Choteau was a half-breed of the Shawnee tribe. 
At the time the amount of this claim was con- 
tracted, this Indian was still a partuer, and it was 
y through his instrumentality with his tribe 
t this indebtedness was created. During the 
fa war, it was thought desirable by the 
War Department to organize a corps of Indians 
in the prosecution of that war. An of- 
er of the United States army was according- 
sent among these Indians for the purpose of 
corps. This officer, together with 
the Indian agent, induced the Indians to come to- 
rether in council, and the matter was presented to 
eir consideration, whether or not they would 
envaze in the Florida war, and send a number of 
be in an organized corps to assist In its 
prosecu Afier a lengthy deliberation by the 
Indian council, they determined they would not 
organize such a corp s. This was in accordance 
with advice prev ious! ly giv en to them by our agents, 
that they should continue to carry out the general 
policy laid down in the treaties with these Indians 
by our Government—that they would abstain from 
wars in which they were not themselves inter- 
ted, and remain in peaceakle pursuits. After 
is resolve of the Indian council had been made 
kuown to the military agent of the United States, 
t dis rege After the dissolution of the coun- 
- Indian agent and the officer of the army 
ce the purpose of raising this corps among 


yoned, 


close 


‘ 


this 
Is : ih 


their trl 


tion, 


e Indians, preceeded to make exertions for the 


ess of their proposition, and succeeded in in- 
iencing Some ninety or one hundred individuals 
Shawnee tribe to go to Florida in the 
United States service. This w ras, then, so far as 
ese Indians were concerned, a private enterpmse, 
engaged in by about ninety or one hundred of the 
tribe, in Opposition to the expressed will of the 
whole tribe in council. It then became necessary, 
n order to fit out this expedition, that clothing 
provisions, &c., should be raiged, and that some 
arrangement also should be made for the care of 
the families, 
were going, 
fit them out in this way, it was agreed that the In- 
dians so enlisting should receive a very large com- 
pensation. ‘The officer, however, made a very great 
mis ake yand Promised them four times as much as 
the Secretary of War authorized him to promise: 
nd these Indians were thus induced to go under 
the se extravagant promises, when the Secretary of 
War had refused to give such compensation, so that 
the amount actually received by the Indians was 
much less than the officer agreed to pay them. Upon 


} 


this 


their retern from the expedition, Messrs. Choteau 
& Co. presented a bill to these Indians for articles 
furnished to them, in amount about $9,600, which 
they were unable to pay. 

for a period of six months. 


They were in service 
During four months 


during their absence, of those who | 
As an inducement to the traders to | 


' Messrs. Choteau & Co. 
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of this time the Y receive l { vi I ol 
compensation which the ¢ r had: . 
but for the remaining two mo s they received 
only the reduce d ( A WW t 
amount that the Secretary of War | ) 
give the in. The reason the Indians iiss ed i 
their inability to pay the debt due C} eau & Co 
was, that the compen: Lion promi ithem oy the 
agent of the Government had not been paid them 
in full as it should have een. Wir. Chotea 
and his partner, who, as I have said,javas a 
breed « if the Shawnee tri €&, induced 
and headmen of that tribe to apply ) eG 
ernment of the Unit d State sto pay { is mndebe 
edness of $9,600, and have it chareed to the 
annuity fund which the Government was under 
obligation to pay to them. Application was ac- 
eedlanin aad to the Executive Government, and 
the claim eee ee The Commissioner of [n- 
dian Affairs, ¢ dubtless acting under the instruction 
of the Pees rejected the claim upon several 
grounds. One was, thatthe treaty with these Indisr 


required a certain disposition of 
which fund was the re sult of 


abu 


th 
Liils 


- 1 » : 
the proceea of the 


sales of the lands by this Government belonging 
to the Indians. Again, under that treaty it was 
agreed also that the ee arising from the sale of 
these lands should be retained by the Government, 
and five per cent. interest paid to the tribe as an 
annuity; and it was alleged by the Executive de- 


fund had 


stocks, 


been invested by thie 


partment that thi 
Government in and, as the stocks were at 
that time depreciated in value, that* it would be 


doing injustice to the Indians to withdraw those 


investments, and return the amount asked for. 
Another ground of objection an the part of the 
Government was, that Messrs. Choteau & Co. had 
no claim upon the whole tribe, as a tribe, and con- 
sequently no claim upon the United Siates. And, 
in the next place, it was urged that it was bad 
policy for the Government of the United States, 


and still worse for the Indians themselves, to 
the individual debts of the Indians due the tu 
The Indian department, time after time, having 
refused to acknowledge the justice of 
and pay it, Messrs. Choteau & Co. now come in 
and ask of Congress to take a portion of this fund 
—which the treaty provides shall be retained by 
the Government, and five per cent. interest on it 
paid as an annuity to these Indians—and pay the 
private debts of a portion of the tribe. 

Now, sir, for my part I can see no just ground 
upon whie h Messrs. Choteau & Co. can place this 
demand upon ¢ In the first place, as the 
papers on record show, it was not a contract made 
between Choteau & Co. and this tribe of Shawnee 
Indians—not a debt incurred by that tribe as a 
tribe, but a debt created by some ninety or a hun- 
dred individuals, members of the tribe, in direct 
opposition to the expressed will of the entire tribe 
assembled in council. As I have said, the Shaw- 
nee tribe 


pay 
eaten 
racers 


this Claim 


soOngress. 


assembled in council and refused to enter 
into any such arrangement. It was, then, a private 
transaction between Messrs. Choteau & Co. 
some ninety-odd Shawnees. It was not such a 

contract as the tribe, under any circumstances, 

would have agreed to enter into. ‘The whole thing, 

then, resolves itself into this: Choteau & Co., 

traders among the Indians, sell to these ninety-odd 

Shawnees, going to Florida to engage in the war, 

in their individual capacity, as an outfit, $9,600 
worth of goods; and upon these Indians stating 
that they were unable to pay the debt themselves, 

attempt to change the 
whole contract, and bring it forward here as a debt 
against the whole tribe, although it had protested 
in council against its being incurred. 

Sir, | can see no just grounds for the allowance 
of this claim whatever. By the treaty _ the 
Shawnee Indians, the Government of the United 
States agreed to sell the land and retain the pro- 
ceeds as a permanent fund for the use of the 
Indians. Upon this fund a five per cent. interest 
was to be al to them as an annuity—this deten- 
tion of the fund preventing them from squandering 
the original amount. This arrangement has here- 
tofore always been carried out. ‘This fund, as I 
remarked, is to be retained during the p Jeasure of 
Congress, and it is at their discretion to continue 
the payment of this annuity, or to pay the whole 
amount at once over to the tribe. It is provided, 
also, that when the tribe, assembled in council, 
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shall resolve to make application to the President | 


| of the United States for any disbursement of the 
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fund, the President may, at his discretion, make 
a different disposition of au. It was under this 
provision, causing a joint discretion between the 
council of the Shawnee Indians ind the Pre t 


States to be din relat 


nited 
the fund, that C 


exercise 


hotean & Co. 


in to 
induce d the tribe to 
in council and resolve to make applhica- 
in the disposition of the 
sto have paid out of it the amount due to these 
The President, in the exercise of his 
retion, has determined that the applies 


semble 


lio rac hange fund, so 


tion 


rejected; he has determined that the 

( nof Choteau & Co. is not founded in justice— 
t so far as the tribe at large is concerned 

ind that compliance with the application weuld 

not be for the benefit of the Indians; and further, 


that it was inexpedient to pay this claim out of 


S fund, se Of its investiture in stocks that 
had de prectated, 
It is apparent from this brief statement of facts, 
| of which will appear fromthe papers on record, 
ti this Was a private transaction of Messrs. Cho- 
teau & Co. with a small portion of the Shawnee 
tribe of Indians. Under authority of the Indians 
mbled in couneil, who, in conjunction with 
the President of the Unned States, have the discre- 
t of changing tie dispo itton of the fund, M ‘ 
( Mick (co. made application to the i:xecutive 
department for the payment of this claim out of 
that fund. The application was refused; and it 
now comes before C ougress for the exercise of its 
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from the original fund vested for the 
the whole tribe indians large 


of money involved in this ce a incurred 
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such an appheation ? 


tribe 


ques tion 


the jus 
cise of the discretion 
realy, Graw 
venefit of the 
amount 
by some 
I cannot see the justice of such a claim. 
see the propriety of the exerdise of 
tion aloaaente, L cannot see, under 
cumstances, that any such discretion exists. It 
was obviously the intention of the treaty to pro- 
tect the tribe of Indians against any tendency to 
improvidence, when it allowed this Government to 
retain the fund arising from the sales of their lands, 
paying a five percent, annuity on the same, so that 
the Indians could have means alwi Lys at command. 
This was the manifest intention of the tre aty, and 
I deny, therefore, that Congress has any power 
under the treaty to make the disposition of the 
fund asked for. 


the tribe ? 
I cannot 


' 
such a d scre- 


ninety-odd individuals only of 


such tir 


The discretion is given for the 
benefit of the whole tribe, and not for a few indi- 
viduals. . Choteau & Co., by asking for 
the payment of the ir claim, would make the hole 
tribe lable for a contract made with some few 
dividual members of the tribe. 1 do not think, 
sir, that Congress possesses the power to allow 
this claim, or, if it does, I should be for withhold- 
wg any exercise of it, 

f am opposed, Mr. President, to this whole 
scheme of interference by Congress with contracts 
made between Indian tribesand speculating traders. 
It gives rise to most of the evils which afflict the 
Indians themselves; and the difficulties and ware 
which are engendered between the Indian tribes 
and the frontier settlers are attributable to this more 
than to any other cause. 

I believe these transactions of the traders with 
the Indians have given rise to most of the wars of 
the Indian tribes with the settlers on the frontiers. 
I think, sir, as far as my reading of Congressional 
proceedings has extended, that there has not been 
a session of Congress since the commencement of 
our transactions and intercourse with the Indians 
in'which some such claim as this has not been 
presented, and that, too, in the very face of treaty 
stipulations. It is not to be forgotten, that toward 
the close of the last session, a claim of this kind 
was brought forward, in which the Indian tribes 
and speculators of my own State were concerned; 
it wasa claim in violation of the treaty of 1846 
with the Cherokee Indians. I, sir, was beset with 
application after application to give my support 
towards the payment of the claim. I listened to 

the arguments advanced in its favor patiently, and 
for a ume favorably; but, sir, when the full mer- 
its of the claim and the faciuconnected with iteame 
to my knowledge, | became satisfied that it was 
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ter of feeling. lam free to state, sir, that I hold 
myself responsible to my constituents, In justice 
to them, to manifest this sort of feeling whenever 
any such claims are presented. we 

| take occasion to say that my position on this 
floor, at this moment, depends in some degree upon 
bringing all my influence to bear against the allow- 
{ know, sir, there are a num- 
ber of individuals on the western frontiers who are 
deeply interested in these claims; and | know, sir, 
that in my own State there are such persons who 
have their attorneys and agents in Washington 
who are constantly bringing to bear all the influ- 
ence that can be brought to get such claims through 
the executive department; and when they fail in 
their applications there, they bring them before 
Why, 
sir, for My Opposition to the claim presented ut 
the last session, which I considered an unjust and 
nefarious one, | have been assailed from one end 
of my State to the other. It was stated in the news- 
papers, and in public and private circles, wherever 
xt could be used to my prejudice, that I was op- 
posed to western interests and hostile to the pros- 
perity of that great portion of our country; and 
that | was opposed to the prosperity and advance- 
ment of the interests of the western portion of my 
own State, because I had opposed that particular 
claim. But, sir, the people of my own State had 
confidence in my judgment,and they have enrolled 
a permanent evidence of that confidence on the 
historical records of the country. Sir, [shall 
always oppose such nefarious and unjust claims, 
whatever may be the Feeling, 
therefore, sir, that it is not only a duty that I owe 
to myself, but one that is due to my constituents, 
I shall vote against this as against all similar 
claims. 

Mr. BELL. The first few sentences of this 
gentleman’s remarks were scarcely audible to the 
reporter. He was understood to say thay he did 
not know whether the Senator from Arkansas 
revarded the claim now under consideration as 
belonging to that class of claims which he had 
characterized as nefarious or not; but, (continued 
Mr. Bett,) whether he did or not, I think that a 
little attention to the subject, on the part of Sena- 
tors, will show that this claim is very fair, and 
well founded on the part of the claimants, at all 
events. Whether Congress, in their discretion, 
ought to admit or reject it, is another question. 

I do not mean to detain the Senate long; but I 
wish to state in advance, that whether or not the 
argument of the gentleman in relation to the dis- 
cretion of Congress in this matter, and their ad- 
mission or rejection of the claim, be proper, I 
believe that all of the other positions assumed by 
the gentieman from Arkansas are who}ly unfound- 
ed, at least so far as they have any relevancy to 
this claim. The gentleman says that this claim is 
unjust, and ought not to be allowed; in the first 
place, because it was contracted with a minority 
of the Shawnee nation, against the expressed 
will of the chiefs in council assembled, and in 
opposition to their decision. Now, sir, I under- 
take to say that this claim is founded on the 
solemn and deliberate resolve of the whole council 
of the nation. The chiefs of the nation, assembled 
in general council, ratified this claim. 

Mr. BORLAND, (interposing.) Mr. President, 
if the Senator will allow me for a moment, | will 
siute that L intended to draw a distinction between 
the action of the general council of the nation at 
different times. I referred, in my remarks, to the 
action of the chiefs in council prior to the time that 
these Indians went into the service of the United 
States, and before they proceeded to Florida. I 
stated, | thought with sufficient distinctness to be 
understood by all, that the claim as it now comes 
before Congress, is sustained by the action of the 
council of the chiefs of the Shawnee nation, but 
that the contract entered into by these private indi- 
viduals of the tribe who went to Florida was not 
only unauthorized by the council, but directly in 
opposition to their expressed wishes. 

Mr. BELL. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. I 
understood him to say that this claim had not re- 
ceived the sanction of the council. He says the 
claim is unjust because it is a debt which was con- 
tracted in opposition to the expressed will of the 


ance of such claims. 


Congress and attempt to pass them here. 


consequences. 
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not a valid claim, and more, sir, that it wasa claim 
not founded in good faith, but in violation of treaty 
stipulations, 1 confess, sir, I oppose claims of this 
fort, not only from a sense of duty, but as a mat- 


nation, and, therefore, that it ought not to be paid 
out of the funds of the nation. 

The honorable Senator, | believe, stated some 
of the circumstances that led the Shawnee nation 


to contract this large debt which it is beyond their | 


ability to pay out of their annual annuities. I 
eall upon that Senator, and other honorable Sena- 
tors in this Chamber, to say whether there are not 


strong equitable grounds offered for the exercise | 
of the discretion of Congress, vested in them by | 
the treaty between this Government and that na- | 


tion, entered into in 1531, to pay this debt? I said, 
when thig matter was before the Senate, some days 


since, that, if it is argued that Congress ought not | 


to pay this claim out of the fund belonging to the 
Shawnee nation, on the grounds that the debt was 
contracted with a trader, an almost irresistible ap- 
peal will be found in the argument to Congress to 
pay the debt out of the treasury of the United 
States. 
this position, which I took when this matter was 
up for the consideration of the Senate on a former 
occasion, is supported by a statement just made 
by the honorable Senator from Arkansas himself, 
and borne out by papers upon the Secretary’s 
table. It was not the subordinate agents of this 


Government that induced these ninety-one, or one | 
hundred and ninety-one, (for I believe the latter is | 


the true number,) warriors of this small tribe—for 
I believe it is a very small tribe—to enlist into the 
service of the United States. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
Sccretary’s table state that there were ninety-two 
warriors that embarked in this expedition. 

Mr. BELL. Very well, then; call it ninety- 
two. It was not the subordinate agents of the 
Government—the recruiting officer—that induced 
them, contrary to their general policy, to enlist in 
the Florida war. It was by a letter from the 
Secretary of War himself, under his own signa- 
ture, to the recruiting officer or agent, stating that 


each warrior should be allowed two hundred and | 


seventy dollars for six months’ services in that 
campaign. Under this 
Secretary of War of two hundred and seventy dol- 
lars per man for six months’ service, the young 
men of jhe tribe, contrary to the advice of their 
elder friends, the chiefs and aged warriors of the 
nation, resolved to go to Florida, and they went 
there. After they had been there some two or 
three months, they were told by the commanding 
general, General Jesup, that the Secretary of War 
had made a mistake; that the law would only al- 
low them seventy-one dollars each, instead of two 
hundred and seventy dollars; and, instead of being 
paid for six months’ service, at the rate originally 
stipulated by the Secretary of War, they were paid 
for only four months at that rate, and for the re- 
maining two months they were paid at the rate of 
only seventy dollars for six months’ service. 
Now, Mr. President, these ninety-two warriors 
who went to Florida were taken away from home 
unexpectedly and at a season when they could be 


ill spared from their families, whom it was neces- | 
sary to furnish with supplies sufficient to sustain | 
them during the absence of the warriors; and, as | 


I understand the evidence laid before the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, a large portion of this debt 
was contracted with Finley and his partner for 
furnishing these very supplies, and they (Finley & 
Co.) being indebted to Choteau & Co., transferred 
their claim to them. 
home with their pay diminished, contrary to their 
expectations, they found themselves wholly unable 
to discharge this debt, which had been contracted 
to obtain the necessaries of life for their families 
while these warriors themselves were fighting 
the battles of this Government in the everglades 
of Florida. These warriors belonged to the Shaw- 
nee tribe. They were connected with the other 
warriors and chiefs of the nation by all the 
ties of color, and blood, and race which bind 
the members of an Indian tribe together. They 
had come home in straitened circumstances, and 
when they arrived among their old friends and 
relatives of the tribe, they found this debt stand- 
ing against them, which had been contracted in 
their absence for the support of their families. 
They could not discharge this debt, owing to the 
fact that they had not been paid the sum stpulated 


to them by the Secretary of War at the time of | 


their enlistment, or rather the sum held out to them 
as an inducement to enlist, and which probably 
had great weight in deciding them to embark in 


And I will now go further, and say that | 


I think the papers’ on the | 


brilliant offer from the | 


When the Indians returned | 


Jan. 18. 


| the expedition. Under such circumstances wh 

; hi : anees, what 
did the chiefs of the tribe do? They immed; ilely 
assembled in council, and agreed to assume ti. 
payment of this debt out of their fands jy the 
hands of this Government. That there may 
no mistake upon this point, I will ask the Secre 
tary to read the first memorial of those dhint. 
on his table, which has been here for six years = 
more. ° : 

[The Secretary read the memorial refe 
the purport of which did not reach the reporter's 
ear. He also read a second memorial, at the pe. 
quest of the Senator from Tennessee, the purport 
of which was not understood by the reporter. } 

Mr. BELL resumed. There is another memo. 
rial signed by the same chiefs, with the reading of 
which I will not detain the Senate, in which this 
claim is again recited. I would ask the Secretary 
to turn to the third memorial, and ascertain if thig 
be not the fact. . 

The Secretary examined the third memoria! 
| and signified that it was as the Senator from Tos. 
nessee had intimated. ’ 

Mr. BELL. Here is another memorial, then 
in which this claim of nine thousand five hundred 
dollars is specifically referred to; and, sir, I think 
it is highly improper to characterize such a claim 
as one of those nefarious claims, one of which the 
Senator from Arkansas has said he so successfully 
opposed at the last session of Congress. This 
debt was contracted upon a statement made by one 
of the highest officers of Government, in which he 
held out inducements that could not be realized, 
|| Now, so far as this claim is based upon supplies 
| furnished to these ninety-two warriors, surely the 

Senator from Arkansas will not, [ think, say it is 
unjust. These supplies were furnished for their 
families in their absence. They were furnished 
for the support of the families of these warriors, 
while the warriors themselves were absent from 
home, and could not otherwise contribute to their 
support. While these warriors were absent, fight- 
ing the battles of this country in Florida, they 
could not leave their families to perish. Their 
families had to be supported, and to support them 
this debt was contracted; and I cannot believe that 
any Senator is prepared to pronounce a debt con- 
tracted under such circumstances nefarious or un- 
just. 

Again: I understood the Senator from Arkansas 
to state that it is not sound policy for the Govern- 
ment to pay these debts, no matter how contracted, 
no matter how just, upon the same ground as that 
assumed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
and of the War Department in various instances, 
I had one of these memorials read to the Senate, 
for the purpose of showing what was the sanction 
that the chiefs of the Shawnee tribe had given to 
this claim. I will not detain the Senate with the 
reading of the report of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs made at the last session of Congress. The 
only question which gave the committee any trouble 
was, whether it was sound policy to pay these 
funds over, when there was a discretion vested in 
the Federal Government to pay them over to the 
tribe or not, the tribe disposing of them as they 
might think proper, if paid over. That report, 
although not an elaborate one, goes into the rea- 
sonings upon this subject. Now, sir, I will not 
undertake to say, that perhaps in regard to many 
large tribes it would be good policy to pay over 
these funds. But here is a small tribe addicted to 
agricultural pursuits, the only exception being 
among that class of their young who are disposed 
to be idle and profligate. They receive this pit- 
tance annually from the Government, and hope to 
live by it throughout the year. They depend 
upon this pittance for support; and it is plain that 
it must necessarily tend to confirm the idle and 
dissolute in their prodigal and pernicious habits. 
This is shown by the statements of the chiefs 
themselves, who argue in their memorial that it 
would be better for the tribe in every respect to 
have this pittance withdrawn, so that their young 
men would cease to depend upon it for support, 
but rely instead upon their own labor, and thereby 
cultivate habits of industry and frugality. The 
committee came to the conclusion, that inasmuch 
as this was a small tribe of Indians, far advanced 
in the arts of civilization, not in a condition or 
location which would enable them to live by hunt- 
| ing, and not disposed to do so, the policy suggest- 
| ed by the chiefs themselves was the true policy in 

relation to them. I question whether it would'not 
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